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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


MR. A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, at present chief architect 
to the Crawley Development Corporation, has been appointed 
Birmingham’ first city architect. p. 142 


SPEAKING at Nottingham on Tuesday, the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government announced tlans for the formation of 
local housing production boards to help overcome the troblems 
which will inevitably arise from the growing pace of the housing 
programme. p. 145 


THE RESULTS are published of a questionnaire which has been 
conducted to find out.exactly what the occutiers of ‘‘ The Builder” 
low-cost houses at Delapre, Northamtton, think oj the standards 
of accommodation provided, now that they have had the ofpor- 
tunity to live in the houses for some weeks under winter 
conditions. p. 146 


A DESCRIPTION of the new Building Centre at Store- 
street, W.C.1, which was opened by the Minister of Works 
on January 21, appears on £. 154 


A SUPPLEMENT to the Housing Manual, 1949, has just 
been sent to all local authorities in England and Wales by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government. It contains tlans 
of the type of house which the Minister would like local authorities 
to build in 1952, with the object of getting more houses from a 
limited supply of materials, labour and capital, and reducing 
capital costs and rents. p. 162 


A REPORT on the present situation in regard to the suptly of 
building materials, and suggestions for easing shortages by the 
use of substitute materials and other means, has been submitted 
to the Ministry of Works by Building Industry er ie 

Dp 

MR. D. E. WOODBINE PARISH, F.I.0.B., M.1.1.A., was 
elected president of the London Master Builders’ Association 

last Tuesday. p. 165 





“ HOUSES, 1952” 


CCORDING to the introduction, the intention of the 

second supplement to the Housing Manual, 1949,* is 

“to help Local Authorities and others building houses to get 

more homes from a limited supply of materials, labour and 

capital,” and it is therefore on this basis that “‘ Houses, 1952 ” 
must be judged. 


The 20 clearly-drawn type plans range from the orthodox 
in Group I through the slightly less orthodox in Group II 
to the novel in Groups III and IV, and it is one of the chief 
failings of the publication that the new plan types (Groups ITI 
and IV) do not succeed in materially reducing the size (and, 
therefore, the cost) of the more orthodox plans (Groups I 
and II). In the five-person type the orthodox groups average 
919 sq. ft. gross and gor sq. ft., respectively, compared with 
go5 sq. ft. in the new groups ; whereas, the four-person types 
actually increase from 765 in Group I to 774 in Group II, 
and 784 in Groups III and IV. 

When it is realised that many local authorities have been 
employing several of the Group I type plans ever since the 
issue of the 1944 Manual (which allowed lower minima than 
are now proposed), it will be clear that the suggestions con- 
tained in the plans now published will not, in themselves, 
solve the problems of rent, labour and materials. A comparison 
of areas shown on page 162 will help to elucidate this point. 

It is illuminating to study the means which have been 
adopted to achieve even this modest saving. The Intro- 
duction states “‘ we must preserve standards” and paragraph 
6 states that “‘ these plans keep the minimum room sizes of 
the Housing Manual, 1949.” A footnote, however, explains 
that ‘“‘ the kitchen can have a smaller area than the minimum 
—provided it is well planned—because the space is added to 
the living-room.” So in the plans, instead of the minimum 
working kitchen of go sq. ft. recommended in both 1944 and 
1949 Manuals (the Dudley Report recommended 100), we 
find kitchens of 74 sq. ft. (Fig. 15), 71 (Fig. 20), 68 (Fig. 10) 
and 58 (Fig. 17). Many housing experts would greatly prefer 
to reduce the first bedroom from 135 sq. ft. to 120 sq. ft.— 

“* provided it was well planned ”—than to reduce the work- 
shop of the house to such meagre proportions. 

On the other hand, many of the two-bedroom types have 
excessive first-floor areas whilst their ground floors contain 
expensive projections to make up the required aggregate 
living area (Figs. 7, 9 and 17). The authors do not appear to 
have drawn the inference that a two-bedroom house with an 
internal store is not an economical proposition. The three- 
bedroom, four-person house (Fig. 11) is much better, and it 
is a pity that more of this type have not been shown in place 
of the two-bedroom types. Another major disadvantage 
of two-bedroom houses is the impossibility of segregating two 
adolescent children of opposite sex. 

The “ dining-hall”’ types and the “ large living-room ” 
plans shown are not particularly attractive. It is difficult to 
believe that the dining-hall, already criticised in this news- 
paper, can be anything but cramped and draughty, and the 
spaciousness of the large living-rooms is somewhat offset 
in two cases by the separation of dining space from living 
space by the stairs, whilst in the third example the stairs 
would be better incorporated in the hall. 

Judged apart from the economic factor, however, it must 
be said that many of the plans indicate official acceptance of 
important advances in small-house design. The draughty, 
noisy and wasteful tunnel passage has | disappeared from terrace 
housing together with the ugly and, in the main, useless open 
fire in one bedroom, specifically demanded as recently as in 
the 1949 Manual. In every plan but two the fireplace is in 
the middle of the house where most use is made of its heat 
(though plumbing and drainage is not always as simple as it 





*‘* Houses, 1952,” second supplement to the Housing Manual, 1949, issued by 
the Ministry of Housing and Government. Stationary Office, 1s. net. 
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might be). Rigid north- and south-aspect types are avoided, 
while the many through-room types give ample scope in site 
planning. 

A particularly interesting feature is the method adopted to 
give access to store, fuel and dustbin. The arrangement in 
the through-room types (Figs. 8-10), where the store is at the 
front, seems admirable, provided that the wall between fuel 
and hall is adequately protected. With the north-aspect 
types, however (Figs. 12-15), local authorities are apparently 
left to decide between providing secondary access from the 
rear, with its additional cost of construction, lighting, cleansing 
and refuse collection, and causing tenants to carry their bins to 
the front of their houses, there to remain in view until they 
are emptied. 

Interesting as these plan arrangements are, however, we 
must return to the point that, in taking us only part way back 
to the minimum overall areas permitted by the 1944 Manual, 
“‘ Houses, 1952,” does not solve the economic problem. In 
quoting an authority in the Midlands which has built a pair 
of houses to similar designs for less that £1,000, it would seem 


that the authors are indulging in the pious hope that the cost . 


of houses will be reduced by means other than replanning. 
Whilst we are in complete agreement that much more could be 
done to reduce costs by increasing production and general 
efficiency in the industry, we feel, nevertheless, that if the 
millions in urgent need of better homes are to get them 
within a reasonable time and at rents they can afford, a 
fresh approach to the present arbitrary standards is essential. 


HOUSING AND THE SOCIAL SERVICES 


N a booklet on “‘ The Social Services : Needs and Means,” 
by Iain Macleod, M.P., and J. Enoch Powell, M.P., 
published last week by the Conservative Political Centre, 
it is pointed out that although the Welfare State, with its 
elaborate network of social services of various kinds, has come 
into being, there are more people than ever before receiving 
national assistance or “ poor relief,” as it used to be called. 
In 1950, 1,349,902 persons were helped by the National 
Assistance Board, after a means test, and if dependants are 
included the figure is estimated to be well over two millions. 
“Tt seems clear,’’ write the authors, ‘‘ that in the absence 
of deliberate action to move back to a full insurance basis, or 
of measures which succeed in stabilising the value of money, 
the social services must drift on to an assistance basis, not 
of set design but as the inevitable outcome of recent trends 
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and policies.” The conclusion is reached that the insurance 
scheme can be restored only by an increase of premia, how- 
ever that increase may be distributed over the three con- 
tributors-—-employer, employee and exchequer. 

Neither of the chief parties of the State seems to have 
thought out clearly the relationship between the social services 
and the means test, and the authors believe that this will now 
have to be carefully studied. Is it possible to make economies 
in certain directions, so as to keep the increase in premia 
toa minimum ? Wehave in mind the question of subsidised 
housing. As the authors point out, at no stage has a means 
test for the provision of subsidised house-room been imposed 
by general legislation, though between 1933 and 1946 allo- 
cation of subsidised houses was tied to slum clearance, and 
certain housing authorities operate a rent-rebate system 
under which the rent charged to council tenants varies 
according to means from the full economic rent down to nil. 
“* Before 1949,” state the authors, ‘‘ the provision of subsidised 
housing was restricted by statute to ‘the working classes’ 
(however ill-defined or undefined), and few families able to 
afford a rent or instalment much in excess of the subsidised 
rent were likely voluntarily to take local authority tenancies, 
Only in the peculiar (and presumably transitory) conditions 
since the second world war, in which the provision of other 
accommodation is artificially restricted and subsidised rents 
are on the whole higher than the general run of controlled 
rents, has the rough-and-ready, self-imposed means test been 
suspended.” 

It is common knowledge that many subsidised houses are 
occupied by families who are in a position to pay the full 
economic rent : why should they not do so? If there could 
be a great increase in the building of houses for sale, many of 
these subsidised tenants would be glad to buy them with the 
aid of a building society mortgage, and so ease expenditure 
on subsidised housing. It is by no means certain that the 
Government’s present licensing arrangements will produce 
rapidly the new houses for sale which are so urgently needed. 
Greater freedom for the private builder under proper safe- 
guards, on lines suggested in a leading article in The Builder 
last week, would almost certainly do so. The relief to the 
cost of the social services if those who could afford to do so 
occupied and maintained their own houses might well be 
considerable. In view of the crisis which is so clearly pending 
in the finance of the social services, every possible aid to 
economy should be examined, and private house-building is 
obviously one of them. 





NOTES & NEWS 


BIRMINGHAM CITY ARCHITECT 


BIRMINGHAM’S first city architect is to 
be Mr. Alwyn Gwilym Sheppard Fidler, 
M.A., B.Arch., Dip.C.D. (L’pool), 
F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., at present chief 
architect to the Crawley Development 
Corporation. The post, which carries 
an initial salary of £3,000 a year, was 
created in order to deal with the tremen- 
dous tasks imposed by the Birmingham 
development plan, 


Aged 42, Mr. Sheppard Fidler was 
educated at Holywell Grammar School, 
Liverpool University, and the British 
School in Rome. In 1933, he won the 
Prix-de-Rome, and the Victory Scholar- 
ship of the R.I.B.A. His professional 
career began in America where he was 
assistant architect to a firm in Phila- 
delphia. From 1938 to 1940, and again 
from 1946-47, he was architect’ and 
technical adviser to Barclays Bank. 
Mr. Sheppard Fidler has been with the 
Crawley Development Corporation since 
August, 1947. 


Birmingham's 





MR. A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, 
MA, FRIBA, who has been appointed 


first 
(see Note). 


BUILDING CENTRE OPENED 


A warm send-off into what Mr. David 
Eccles, Minister of Works, described as 
the ‘“‘ new and best chapter” of its life, 
was given to the Building Centre on 
Monday last. Part of the top floor at the 
Centre’s new Store-street premises off 
Tottenham Court-road was full to capacity 
when Mr. Eccles arrived with his wife to 
perform the opening ceremony. Repre- 
sentatives of all sections of the industry 
were there—a clear indication of the 
prominent place which the Building Centre 
holds in the affairs of the industry. If 
Mr. Yerbury and his staff had any doubts 
at all about the usefulness of their work 
these must have been quickly dispelled. 
They may set out on their new phase of 
activity convinced that their efforts are 
appreciated on all sides. 

Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, O.M., R.A, 
P-P.R.I.B.A., president of the Building 
Centre, welcomed the guests and xX 
pressed particular pleasure in being able to 
greet representatives of a number of ovet~ 
seas organisations which are providing 
their respective countries services am 
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Building Centre. 

Mr. Eccles, in his speech to those 
resent, said that our knowledge was 
ahead of our practice, a fact which becomes 
ever more obvious as one surveys the 
exhibits so skilfully displayed in the 
Store-street premises. 

Pursuing this point, the Minister de- 
cared: ‘‘ The efficiency and high standards 
of British building are not far-distant 
jdeals to be pursued in leisurely and 
spasmodic fashion. They are urgent and 
peremptory commands.” In the great 
programme of work which lay before the 
industry, the Building Centre had a 
unique opportunity, he said. It could 
become a seed-bed of ideas and help to 
foster trade with the countries who pro- 
duced the food and materials we needed. 
The Centre was “‘a shining example of 
co-operation and private enterprise.” 


ADDRESS TO STUDENTS 

Mr. J. L. Greave, M.A., M.T.P.I., 
AR.ILB.A., partner to Mr. Graham 
Henderson, president, R.I.B.A.%who was 
to have addressed students this year on 
the occasion of the R.I.B.A. General 
Meeting to be held on February 5, has 
had to go to America and will not there- 
fore be able to be present. His place is 
being taken at short notice by Mr. Robert 
H. Matthew, C.B.E., A.R.I.B.A., Archi- 
tect to the London County Council. 

The criticism of the work submitted 
for the Prizes and Studentships will be 
given, as already announced, by Mr. 
Donald H. McMorran, F.R.I.B.A., and 
the president will present the prizes. 


TOWN PLANNING POLICY 


A poticy of delegating town planning 
functions to borough and urban and rural 
district councils has been adopted by Kent 
County Council in recent years. Since 
July 1, 1948, when new town and country 
planning legislation was introduced, until 
the end of last year, 40,354 applications for 
permission to develop land or property 
were dealt with in Kent. Of these about 
83 per cent. were decided by local authori- 
ties, under powers delegated to them by 
the Kent County Council. The remaining 
17 per cent. were decided by sub-com- 
mittees of the county planning committee. 


HOUSES, 1952 


A SPECIAL EXHIBITION and meeting will 
be held at the Housing Centre, 13, Suffolk- 
street, S.W.1, next Tuesday, January 29, 
at which Mr. A. G. Sheppard Fidler 
will be the speaker to mark the occasion 
of' the publication (on January 24) of 
Houses, 1952, the new supplement to 
the Housing Manual [summarised on 
page 162], which provides a new set of 
type plans as a guide to local authorities 
and others wishing to build the smaller 
houses recommended in Ministry of 
ware and’ Local Government Circular 

The Ministry’s type plans and “ low- 
cost” type plans from the Department.of 
Health for Scotland will be on view, 
together with plans of smaller houses in 
Non-traditional systems of construction 
sponsored by ten building firms, and 
txamples of ‘“‘ low-cost’ houses already 
built. The exhibition will remain open 
until Saturday, February 16. 
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RI.B.A. EXAMINATIONS 


THE R.I.B.A. INTERMEDIATE EXAMINA: 
TION was held in eight centres from 
November 9 to 15 last, when of the 837 
candidates examined 284 passed and 553 
were relegated. 


T. AND C.P.A. STUDENT GROUP 


THE PROGRAMME of the Town and 
Country Planning Association’s Student 
Planning Group for the next two months 
covers a wide field. On February 7, 
there will be a discussion, ‘ Planning 
is not Compatible with Democracy,” 
proposed by Mr. Peter Sellers, of College 
of Estate Management, and opposed by 
Mr. David Tandy, A.A.Hons.Dip., 
A.R.I.B.A.; on February 14, Mr. Ken- 


neth Booth, A.I.L.A. (of the L.C.C. 
Parks Department), and Mr. D. L. 
Anderson, A.I.L.A. (Harlow Develop- 


ment Corporation), will speak on “ The 
Landscape Architect in Continental Prac- 
tice”; on Februsry 21, Mr. J. F. 
Phillips, assistant general secretary of the 
National Farmers’ Union, will speak on, 
“The Rival Claims on Agricultural 
Land ”’; on February 28, Mr. J. W. R. 
Adams, O.B E., P-P.T.P.1., F.I.L.A., Kent 
Planning Officer, will speak on ‘“‘ The 
Work of a-County Planning Officer ’’; 
on March 13, Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, 
F.R.LB.A., F.I.L.A., will speak on 
“Human Scale in the Modern Landscape’’; 
on March 20, Mr. R. Furneaux Jordan, 
F.R.I.B.A., will speak on ‘‘ The Obsolete 
Street”? ; and on March 27, Mr. R. B. 
Williams-Thompson (member, Harlow 
Development Corporation) will speak on 
**’'The Work of a Public Relations Officer.” 

All these events are timed to tike place 
at 6.30 p.m., and will be held at 28, King- 
street, W.C.2. 


A SCOTTISH APPOINTMENT 
Mr. K. Macrae, W.S., of Edinburgh, 

has been appointed secretary and treasurer 

of the Royal Incorporation of Architects 


in Scotland in succession to the late Mr. 
J. T. Middleton, W.S. 


CANNOCK COUNCIL ARCHITECT 


Mr. H. Wi cox, A.R.I.B.A., deputy 
architect, has been appointed to succeed 
Mr. S. Harrison; F.R.1I.B.A., as architect 
to Cannock Urban Council. 








COMING EVENTS 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 29 
HousING CENTRE.—Discussion on Housing Ministry’s 
latest type plans for small houses. Speaker: Mr. 
A. G. Sheppard Fidler, F.R.I.B.A., A.M.'T.P.I. ; 
also exhibition of plans. 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 
1 p.m. Exhibition open until February 16. 
“ NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING TRADES EM- 
PLOYERS.—Annual Dinner and Dance. Dorchester 
Hotel, W.1. 7 p.m. 
R.I.C.S.—Opening of agricultural conference. 
Great George-street, S.W.1. 11 a.m 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30 


12, 


NATIONAL FEDERATION OF .BUILDING TRADES EM- 


PLOYERS.—A.G.M. Victoria Halls, Bloomsbury-square, 
W.C.1. «10.30 a.m. 

A.A.— Exposure, Durability and Maintenance in~ 
Modern Design,” by Mr. Hope Bagenal, D.C.M., 
F.R.I.B.A. 34, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 8 p.m. 

A.A.—Opening of exhibition of photographs by 
members. 34, Bedford-square, W.C.1. Continuing 
until February 22. ; 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

INSTITUTE, OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (MIDLANDS 
BRANCH).—Dr. R. D. Wood-on the legal aspects of 
building. White Horse Hotel, Congreve-street, 
Birmingham. 3 p.m. 
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PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. S. J. SMITH AND PARTNERS, quantity sur- 
veyors, of 13 15, Wellington-street, Luton, Bedford- 
shire, have opened a branch office at Lloyds Bank 
Chambers, High-street, Bedford. 


Mr. C. E. Moore, A.R.I.C.S., chartered quantity 
surveyor, has taken up private practice at Perches 
House, 35, Castle-street, Shrewsoury. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 


Saturday, Fanuary 24, 1852 


St. BotoLtpn’s WiTHouT, ALDERSGATE. 
—The parish church of St. Botolph 
Without, Aldersgate, was opened on the 
4th inst., after having been repaired under 
the direction of Mr. John Blyth, architect. 
Ou1 informant states that the coved ceiling 
over the altar is painted tints of drab, the 
whole of the ornaments enriched with gold. 
The wall under the string course is 
finished verd antique. The six upper 
panels are filled in with arabesques, and 
the four lower with figures representing 
the four evangelists, painted by Mr. 
Frederick Sang. The marbling and gild- 
ing were executed by Mr. Sewell. 








MR. DAVID WOODBINE PARISH, 
F.I.0.B., who on Tuesday last was elected 
President of the London Master Builders’ 


Association. (See page 166.) 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


DELAY IN SETTLING FINAL 
ACCOUNTS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In supporting very strongly the 
sentiments expressed in the letter 
from Mr. A. Edward Wade, published in 
your last issue, I would add that, in my 
opinion, this industry will never move 
along the road to increasing production, 
to any great extent, until this question of 
finance receives attention at the very 
highest level in Government and industrial 
circles. 


There are in my opinion two factors in 
the financial field that drag back the 
efficiency that we know our industry can 
achieve, first the delay in settlement of 
accounts, and second (sometimes the 
more undesirable of the two), the uncer- 
tainty which faces contractors as to when 
a payment will be certified and made. I 
have never been convinced that any delay 
at all should occur, and it is my opinion 
there is no need whatever for such 
inefficiency. My observation is proved by 
contracts handled by other parties in the 
proper way, where monthly interim 
payments are “‘to the day,” and do 
really include all variations, on-costs, and 
recoverables, and where a final account 
can be counted in weeks after completion 
of the job rather than in months or years. 

Percentages of retention moneys should 
also accord with the terms of a contract, 
and a figure of, say, 5 per cent. not turned 
into 8 per cent. or 9 per cent. by the 
exclusion of claims and_ recoverables 
which can be agreed progressively and not 
left for the final clearing up. In any case, 
why should such large retentions be held 
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to-day? Why, in fact, is any retention in 
excess of 1 per cent. for six months really 
necessary ? How often do we in the 
building industry find work done under 
the maintenance clause and _ period 
amounting to £50, or little more, for a 
job of perhaps £50,000, which yet has a 
retention of £2,500 as a safeguard that we 
will honour our obligations under the 
maintenance clause ? Is not the word and 
integrity of the contractor enough in 
itself, plus, if you like, 1 per cent. (as a 
maximum) in the way of retention? 
We must be realistic under modern 
conditions and not be afraid to have these 
anomalies put right, and put right now. 


I commend to the new Minister of 
Works, the professions, the leaders of 
our industry and to all others concerned, 
the fact that the discussion of finance and 
the delay in payments is just as vital to 
production and the housing drive as is 
the factor of national monetary economics 
in relation to armament for the mainten- 
ance of peace; in neither realm can one 
factor be divorced from the other. In 
the building industry a strengthening of 
the marriage ties between these at present 
rather estranged partners is, I submit, 
desirable. 

W. Gorpon LILLy, 
Managing Director, Walter Lilly 
and Co., Ltd. 


St. Ann’s-street, S.W.1. 


“POINT” OR “SLAB” FLATS? 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I must apologise for taking up 
more of your valuable space by 
another letter on the subject of ‘slab ” 
flats. Mr. Powell in his letter to you in 
your last issue chides me for writing of the 
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“universally detested” slab flats. May 
I say that I recognise that this is a pit 
too sweeping, though in my experieng 
not too far off the mark. I would suggest 
the following as a revision. “ Slab flaty 
are intensely disliked by the majority 
of ordinary people of all classes.” 

The architectural profession, for , 
very good reason, are rather the exception, 
We *realise the skill and the ingenuity 
which the architects showed in the Pimlicp 
scheme and place the blame, if any, op 
the conditions of the competition which 
demanded a high density. If this density 
had been lower, say about the same as at 
Lansbury, the architects would have been 
given the chance of producing a scheme on 
somewhat different lines. The Lansbury 
scheme was described by the Mancheste 
Guardian as the most human piece of 
town planning for 100 years. 

In conclusion, may I say that the only 
remedy for high densities is recognised to 
be the dispersal policy adopted by the 
Central Government and endorsed by 
the L.C&. We must all realise that itis 
useless to criticise the L.C.C. or the 
Westminster City Council unless we are 
prepared to support them in their efforts 
to extend their activities where industry 
and housing are placed within reasonable 
distance of one another. 

Mr. Fiske, the Chairman of the L.C.C. 
Town Planning Committee, had a letter 
in The Times of January 19, which pointed 
this out very clearly. 

L. G. PEARSON. 

2, Gordon-square, W.C.1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is curious that this costly 
vertical type of structure for housing, 
even in the ‘“ wide open spaces” of 





DESIGN FOR A-MERCHANT NAVY MEMORIAL, TOWER HILL 





What should at last 
give a worthy setting to 
Lutyens’ Memorial m 


Tower Hill to the missing 
of the Merchant Navy o 
1914-18 is seen in 

design (reproduced her) 
for a memorial garden ti 
the Merchant Navy 9 





the war of 1939-45. De 
signed by Mr. Eduwari 
Maufe, R.A., Hon. LLD, 
F.R.I.B.A., the — desigt 
links up with the earlie 
memorial and will enable 
Lutyens’ own Stone 
Remembrance to be plac 
in front of his m 
building. 25,000 names 
have. to be recorded; # 
order to avoid high walls, 
‘sunk garden has _ é0 
formed with walls of mitt 
mum height and length 
which to record 
names. The whole layot 
is centred on, and leads # 
to, the 1914-18 Wa 
Memorial. The sunk ga 
den faces south. A Sto 
of Remembrance is set on! 
grass “plateau in front 
the existing Memorial. 
sculpture consists of 
sailors in stone and, # 
order to relieve the lat 
expanse of names, 
are seven symbolical 
to represent the Seven 
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Second place was gained by N. H. Musgrave, 
H. St. John Harrison and I. Milton-Plummer. 


THE BUILDER 





COMPETITION FOR DEVICE OR BADGE FOR THE ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION. Seen above is the design placed first in this competition, by Z. Bieniawski. 


and the third award equally divided between ' 
The Council of the A.A. does not, however, 


propose to abandon the use of the badge of 1891, designed by Walter Crane. 





England, has corhe at a time of great 
stringency as regards the use of steel and 
also cement. A New York apartment 
skyscraper is (or was) a very different 
proposition as land is expensive and steel 
plentiful in the sections and weights 
required for this quite usual type of work 
in the city area. Rents are, of course, 
also appropriately high, too, for the 
Central Park locality, and also on account 
of the expensive batteries of lifts, fire 
towers, etc. 
I do not think that families living a 
hundred feet or more above the soil of 
this “green and pleasant land” is a 
proposition at all for housing the masses 
even with fast lifts, waste chutes, etc., 
and, of course, a view (on a clear day). 
Let us not take Le Corbusier’s rather 
fantastic ideas’ too seriously here in 
England—bearing in mind that his ideas 
are not always accepted even in France 
these days, it would appear. 
A. Nevitte Ho t [F.R.I.B.A.] 

43, Imperial Buildings, 

Liverpool, 2. 


PURCHASE TAX AND BILLS OF 
QUANTITIES 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—In reply to Mr. Dark’s letter in 
your issue of January 11, it is the 
custom in at least two quantity surveyors’ 
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offices known to me for purchase tax to 
be inserted in the bills of quantities as 
an item separate from the normal p.c. 
No provision is made for the builder to 
add profit to the purchase tax item and, 
even if not expressly stated in the 
quantities, builders know that cash 
discount is not applicable to purchase 
tax. This surely is a case where the 
statutory law overrides the conditions of 
the R.I.B.A. Contract: 

With regard to rates of labour included 
in daywork, I would refer Mr. Dark to 
Practice Note 16 on the R.I.B.A. Con- 
tract, issued by the Joint Contracts 
Tribunal. This note says that ‘“ the 
Tribunal was of the opinion that the 
Contractor was entitled to be paid for 
profit and overheads on the actual cost 
of wages in dayworks at the time the 
work was done, unless the Bills of 
Quantities otherwise provided.” If the 
bills of quantities do not provide other- 
Wise, it would stherefore be necessary to 
deduct from the “‘ rise and fall ” claim the 
amount of increased cost of wages in- 
cluded in the dayworks payment. 

Davip P. WHITE. 
Eastwood, Nailsea, Somerset. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


= 

IR,—In reply to Mr. Dark I do not 

know of the “‘law”’ regarding purchase 
tax, but the contractor is entitled to his 
profit and attendance on the full amount 
paid to the sub-contractor or supplier, 
and whether or not part of the amount 
is purchase tax is immaterial. It follows, 
therefore, that separate sums for purchase 
tax are not required in the bills of 
quantities. 


Regarding cash discounts under the 
R.I.B.A. contract, the contractor is entitled 
to the appropriate discount on the full 
amounts of the sub-contractors’ work or 
value of suppliers’ goods, and if portions 
of these amounts are purchase tax then 
such portions must be increased as 
necessary to allow the contractor his 
“cash discount’””—in the same way as 
“net” accounts would be increased. 


In connection with dayworks, the Joint 
Contracts Tribunal is of the opinion 
“that the contractor is entitled to be paid 
for profit and overheads on the actual 
cost of wages in daywork at the time the 
work was done, unless the bills of quanti- 
ties otherwise’ provide” (Practice Note 
No. 16). This, of course, applies to the 
R.I.B.A. Form of Contract ; other forms 
of contracts (CCC/Wks./1 for example) 
differ. 

If Clause 25A ‘“‘ Fluctuations” is 
deleted from the R.I.B.A. Contract 
Clause 9 still stands and dayworks should 
be priced at current rates, provided there is 
nothing té the contrary in the bills of 
quantities (as Clause 9 (c) (i) ). 


W. A. BENWELL 
[A.R.L.C.S., F.1.A.S.] 
12,Queen-square, Brighton, 1. 


THE HOUSING DRIVE 


Minister’s Plans for Bulk Licences 


PEAKING at Nottingham on Tuesday, 
Mr. HarotpD MACMILLAN, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, referred to 
the necessity of making materials go further 
if the housing drive was to succeed, and the 
part that the Ministry’s “‘ save-space ”’ houses, 
described in ‘‘ Houses, 1952,” [summarised 
on page 162] could play in achieving the 
object. 

The Minister paid a tribute to local 
authorities who, he said, would be free to 
allocate up to half of the proportion of houses 
allotted to them to private enterprise. The 
other half would be council houses built to 
rent. Of the private enterprise houses, ‘‘ I 
am going to allow local authorities to issue 
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block licences to private builders for a group 
of houses, so that the builders may be able to 
lay their plans and build more cheaply and 
more rapidly,” said the Minister. Whether 
those houses were ultimately sold or rented, 
the occupiers must be people who had a right 
to accommodation and a genuine housing 
need. ‘‘I will make this promise to the 
building industry,” continued Mr. Macmillan. 
‘** I will see that the order book is kept full. 
There will be no arbitrary limitation by an 
arbitrary programme of 175,000 or 200,000, 
or any other figure of houses a year. The 
quicker you build, the more there will be to 
build.”” No Minister could ever be satisfied 
with any housing figures that still left people 
in bad houses. 

‘‘T hope that very many of these ‘ save- 
space’ houses will be built, if not in the 
1952, at least in the 1953 programme,” Mr. 
Macmillan continued. ‘‘I go tomorrow to 
open the first two, at Market Bosworth, in 
the neighbouring county of Leicester. The 
standards are up to the famous Dudley 
requirements. The cost is at least {150 
less per house. There is an equivalent saving 
in materials.” 

Mr. Macmillan went on to say that it was 
the job of his Ministry, in conjunction with 
the other Departments concerned, to do all 
they could to ensure the flow of materials, 
but since England and Wales covered a 
large area, and since housing comprised a 
host of small and separate schemes, he was 
taking steps to set up a piece of new machinery. 
“This will consist of Local Housing Produc- 
tion Boards,” he said. ‘‘ These boards will be 
on a regional basis. They will consist of the 
officers of the Ministries mainly concerned— 
Works, Housing and of Labour. 

“*T am also inviting representatives of the 
appropriate employers’ associations and trade 
unions to assist. There will be an independent 
chairman to each board. Their task will be 
to advise and assist. They will try to‘cut out 
red tape and simplify procedure ; to help to 
solve the production problems which are 
thrown up from time to time and from area 
to area as the programme develops ; to break 
bottle-necks ; to overcome shortages; to 
deal rapidly with all the difficulties which will 
inevitably arise, and which are inseparable 
from the determination to move forward at a 
steadily growing pace. I trust they will also 
help to built up that enthusiasm, that moral 
urge, without which no great task can be 
successfully attacked and effectively com- 
pleted.” 


“EXTRAS AND VARIATIONS” 


THE preoccupations of pending examina- 
tions did not stop members of the Architec- 
tural Society, at the School of Building, 
Brixton, from presenting a lively show on 
January 18. The resourcefulness and efforts 
of Bill Launchbury together with his co- 
producer, Peter Benton, were equalled by 
the enthusiasm of the entire company. The 
audience were given an insight into the con- 
sequent results of being the recipient, in 
this case a householder with little space to 
spare, of two chairs and one plaster dove 
from the Festival sales. The same theme 
formed the basis of the scene entitled “ The 
Return of the Boy from the Bank,” in which 
an old stalwart of past productions, Michael 
Milton, lamented that even the Marquis of 
Bath was no longer interested in the Skylon. 

Other sketches were “ The Kitchen Front,” 
an amusing angle on what use a husband can 
make of various culinary utensils, and “ Gog 
and Ribagog.” 

The sketch “‘ Calypsomania ” was well pre- 
sented and, in spite of the refrain, a dirge on 
life in England, the whole rhythm was true 
to form. After refreshments the evening’s 
entertainment closed with dancing. 
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THE BUILDER 


LOW-COST HOUSES, 


NORTHAMPTON 


Occupiers “Well Satisfied” with Standard of 
Accommodation : Results of a Questionnaire 


FOLLOWING the criticisms of The Builder low-cost house in a 
letter by Mr. Kenneth J. Campbell, A.R.I.B.A., published in the 
R.I.B.A. Journal last December, a questionnaire has been conducted - 
to find out exactly what the occupiers of the four houses at Delapre, 

‘Northampton, built to the winning design by Messrs. J. Lewis : 
Womersley, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., and Geoffrey Hopkinson, B.Arch. 
(Liverpool), A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., in The Builder {£1,000 House 
Competition, really think of the standards of accommodation provided 
now that they have had the opportunity to live in the houses for 
some weeks under winter conditions, 
the ‘‘inte:mediate”’ hcuses are shown. 


As will be seen from the summary of the questionnaire reproduced 
below, the only common criticism made was in respect to the fuel 
store, and in this connection it is worth pointing out that (a) all 
occupiers used coal, whereas gas coke or, alternatively, anthracite is ; 
recommended by Ideal Boilers and Radiators, Ltd., for their space and 
water heating appliance as the most efficient fuel; and (4) that in 
these difficult days of fuel supplies there is a natural desire to store 
in bulk. A further point is that if coke or anthracite were used there 
would be no need to create Cust by breaking up the fuel. 
of the occupiers saw any real objection to fuel being brought through 
the kitchen and then to a fuel store at the back of the house. 


In the course of the questionnaire, both husband and wife were 
interviewed in three cases and the wife-only in the fourth case. 


For convenience the plans of 


None 
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“THE BUILDER ” LOW-COST HOUSES: QUESTIONNAIRE TO OCCUPIERS (CARRIED OUT VERBALLY), JANUARY 6, 19592. 

















































Questions 
GENERAL 
COMMENT 


LIVING- 
DINING- 
ROOM 


KItcHEN— 
Size 


STORAGE 
LARDER 


COOKER 


ENTRANCE 
LOBBY 


STAIRS 
; BEDROOMS 
BATHROOM 


STORE 


FUEL STORE 





Mr. and Mrs. H. 


No. 117. One small girl; second 


child expected. (Teacher.) 


“* Very satisfied, very pleased ” 





Sc ee. ae 

No. 119. No children. (Ironstone 

ae” ae 
“* Very pleased ”’ 


Mr. and Mrs. A. 


No. 121. One small boy. (Carpenter.) 








\** Well satisfied ” 





Like the large room. Can move 
dining-table to different positions. 
Coped with family of six over 
Christmas very satisfactorily. Sug- 
gest toy-cupboard be formed under 
window seat. Prefer one large room 
to two smaller rooms. Do not like 
to dine in akitchen. Slight draught 
from french window. 


Mrs. Cr. likes the ‘“‘ dining-alcove.’ 
Prefers L-D-R to dining-kitchen— 
good room for large numbers and 
flexibility of furniture. Draught 
from french window. Likes large 
window — particularly as seen 
— inside—nearly as good as a 

ay. 


Like large room. Consider all the 
space in room to be valuable. 
yg draught from irench win- 

low. 


| 





Mr. and Mrs. Cn. 


~ No. 123. No children. (Bricklayer) 





jee ‘Very pleased Br 


Like big room, but feel that with 
children it would be an advantage to 
be able to have some meals in 
kitchen. Like flexibility to move 
furniture about. Like low window 
cill and window seat. No draught 
from french window, which fits well. 





Adequate. Irons on portable ironing- 
ard in kitchen. Likes kitchen 
better than those in other private- 
enterprise houses in same estate. 


Considers it small; largely due to 
a washing machine being badly 
placed. Irons on portable board. 


Adequate. Irons on portable board in 
kitchen. Board kept in store when 
notinuse. Uses portable wringer- 
stand—also kept in store. 


Adequate. Uses portable ironing- 
board in kitchen. . Bis 











Adequate Adequate Adequate Adequate — plenty of room 
Adequate Adequate Adequate storage space, but finds | ‘“ Grand and cool ” 
door an obstruction in passing from 
to K. 
Position excellent. Light shines into | Light good, but finds space between | Light good Light and position good. Would like 


cooker when door opened. 


cooker and working top too small 
(due to position of 


: washing 
machine). 


tiles behind same. 





Not inconveniently small 


Quite convenient, as prams do not use 
it. 


Rather small—due to stairs being 
brought forward from _ original 
drawings. 


“Grand.” Says high time hall space 
~ gehen. as no use for a 
“ a pre 





Not too steep 


Not too steep R 


Not too steep 


Not too steep 





All rooms are big enough. Third 
bedroom rather cold, would like 
adjustable vents. 


Would like first bedroom slightly 
larger at expense of second bed- 
room. (Possesses large suite with 
two wardrobes.) 


Bedroom sizes excellent. Third bed- 


room cold. 


All sizes adequate—gives flexibility 
for re-arrangement of furniture, 





Would prefer separate w.c. 


Good. Would like extra w.c. down- 
stairs. 


Quite big enough. Like its cosiness 
and warmth. 


Adequate. Nice and warm. Like a 
small bathroom. See no drawback 
to having w.c. in bathroom. 








Use for pram, wringer on stand, clean- 
ing articles. Might fit up as dark 
room. Not used for clothes airing 
due to dust from coal. Have addi- 

tional kitchen cabinet in it. 


Use for hobbies and general store. 


Would like a bigger store for hobbies 
ench. se for general storage 
purpose and hobbies. Not used 
for clothes airing due to coal dust. 


Use for cycles, hobbies general stores. 
= clothes airing due to dust from 
coal. 





Position makes the general store 
messy due to overflow of coal dust. 
Actually get 15 cwt. coalinit. Are 
going to build outside fuel store. 





HEATING 
AND HOT 
WATER 
SYSTEM. 



















Whole house kept warm. L-D-R 
adequately heated. Keep fire going 
all night with no trouble. se 
coal. Have fixed immersion heater. 








Position unsatisfactory. Are going to 
build outside fuel store. 


Warm house. L-D-R warm. The 
water hot in a.m., even if fire goes 
out. Keep it in through night in 
very cold weather. Use coal. Wife 
works some days and then finds 
water cooled down and husband 
has to wait for bath. Will fix im- 
mersion heater. 


Not deep enough to separate coal 
from slack. Are to build outside 
fuel store. 


Not easy for a sack of coal to be 
unloaded due to lack of space m 
front. Are to build outside fuel 
store, but may use inside one for 
one week's supply. 





Whole house warm. Can walk about 
anywhere in pyjamas. Like idea of 
central fireplace. L-D-R warm. 
Hot water sufficiently hot in a.m. 
so don’t see need to keep fire in all 
night. Use coal. 








Whole house warm. Like the idea of 
central fireplace. 
Hot water hot. «Use coal. 
keep fire in all night. 
immersion heater. 


Wi 
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DEMONSTRATION SPACE-SAVING TERRACES 


at Toryglen, Glasgow, and Sighthill, Edinburgh 


Based on designs by the Architects of the Department of Health for Scotland and 
built within four months by the Scottish Special Housing Association* 


HHESE designs are based on the 
modified space and equipment 
standards described in the Department of 
Health’s Circular on economical design 
(No. 94/1951, The Builder, August 24, 
1951). They also make use of the now 
familiar no-hall system, with the “ back ” 
door in the front, giving through access 
to back garden by way of utility room (or 
store) and kitchen, thus obviating the 
need for a public passageway (or “‘ pend ”’), 
or for a back service-lane. The first two 
houses were opened on January 9 by the 
Joint Under-Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, Conmander T. D. Galbraith, M.P. 
They, are at Ardmory-avenue, Toryglen, 
Glasgow. 


There are two types in each terrace: 
three-bedroom house (overall area, 860 
sq. ft.) and two-bedroom house (overall 
area 679 sq. ft.). As the utility room 
shown in the plan of the three-bedroom 
house is not part of the recognised 


‘provision for urban houses in Scotland, 


this is a distinct gain and compensates 
considerably for the reduction in bedroom 
sizes, the substitution of a small porch for 
a hall, and the elimination of two built-in 
bedroom cupboards. (Scottish space 
standards for bedrooms are at present 
higher than the English standards, but in 
these experimental plans they have been 


reduced to correspond 
with present English sizes.) 


The more economical planning of 
communicating areas permits a reduction 
in overall area of about 90 sq. ft. in the 
three-apartment house and 70 sq. ft. in the 
four-apartment. ‘There is also a reduction 
in frontages which in turn reduces the 
cest of building and of roads, services and 
land. 


The space-saving standards illustrated 
in these houses—including ceiling heights 
of 7 ft..9 in. downstairs, and 7 ft. 6 in. 
upstairs—are at present optional, and 
local authorities may still build to the 
original Scottish ‘‘ blue book ”® standards 
if they wish. 

CONSTRUCTION AND FINISH.—The con- 
struction of these particular houses is 
traditional (cavity brick walls and timber 
pitched roof), but the plan is likely to be 
adapted to various forms of ‘“ non- 
traditional ”? construction if local authori- 
ties are sufficiently impressed with the 
space-saving devices. 

Outer wall finish is a dry dash of red 
whin chips, giving a rough textured 
reddish brown surface; roofs are dark 
brown interlocking tiles ; metal windows 
are white with wood sub-frames painted 
light grey; ‘‘front” doors are empha- 


approximately 





Shown above are the two end houses of the terrace of eight erected at Toryglen, 


Glasgow. 


The “back” door of the 3-bedroom type is hidden behind the 
projecting bay of the front porch. 
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sised in three pairs of bright yellow, 
Prussian blue and Indian red, with 
“back ”’. doors subdued in grey; brick 
“tiling” in the porches is deep plum 
with white jointing. 


FURNISHED DEMONSTRATION HousEs.— 
Two houses in each terrace have been fur- 
nished and decorated by the Scottish branch 
of the Council for Industrial Design, using 
utility furniture and fabrics, and are on 
show until February 16. 


Costs.—The houses were built by direct 
labour and final costs have not yet been 
analysed. Estimates indicate, however, 
that there should be a saving of £115 
on the larger house and of £135 on the 
smaller, compared with normal terraced 
houses built to the present higher space 
and equipment standards and with pas- 
sageways or back service lanes. 


Features of the design are : 


The living-room (40 sq. ft. larger than 
normal in the four-apartment house) 
has back and front aspects, allowing 
flexibility in siting. This arrangement 
allows the dining furniture to be per- 
manently placed near the kitchen and 
leaves undisturbed space for sitting round 
the fire. 


The kitchen is of normal size, and there 
is space for the normal equipment. 


The store or utility room is an additional 
feature. In the four-apartment type it 
gives space for a pram, bicycles, fuel, 
shelves, brooms. In the three-apartment 
type it is smaller, but still allows for a 
pram and storage (including fuel). 


In the four-apartment type a separate 
service door is provided in the store 
reom, in front of the house. In the three- 
apartment type, the front door and en- 
trance lobby serve for both main and 
service entrance. A clothes pulley could 
be provided in the utility room of the four- 
apartment .type. There is also space 
for any special equipment, such as a 
hinged work-bench, which the tenant 
may wish to install. 


Upper floor rooms.—The stair has been 
reduced in width from the normal 3 ft. 3 in. 
to the British standard of 2 ft. 11 in. 


The bathroom is upstairs—an advantage 
not normally obtainable with present 
Scottish plans. 


Bedrooms have been reduced to secure 
the other advantages mentioned above. 
Their floor areas compare with present 
sizes as follows : 


Scottish Low-cost plans 
Housing 
Handbook Four rooms Three rooms 
Bedroom 1.. 145—155 136 136 
Bedroom 2.. 115—125 116 111 
Bedroom 3... 90 (min.) 70 _ 


A built-in clothes cupboard is provided 
only in the third bedroom of the four- 
apartment house, which cannot conveni- 
ently hold a wardrobe. 


* Department of Health: RR. Gardner-Medwin, 
Chief Architect ; R. Woodcock, Deputy Architect for 
Housing; R. Watson Young, senior architect for 
housing research ; W. L. Stewart, Assistant Architect. 
Scottish Special Housing Association: J. Austen Bent, 
Chief Architect ; C. Woodward, Executive Architect. 
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Living-room in the 
three-bedroom house. 


DEMONSTRATION 
SPACE-SAVING TERRACES, 
TORYGLEN, GLASGOW 


THESE HOUSES have been furnished by 
the Council of Industrial Design (Scottish 
Committee) from the stocks of two 
Glasgow stores. Lighting and colour 
have been ingeniously employed to 
increase the apparent size of the houses. Di ; 
Although the living-rooms do not put Principal bedroom in three-bedroom house. 
very great pressure on space they set their 
own furnishing problems by their dual 
function of sitting and- dining-room. 
Colour is generously used in the bedrooms 
and warm, sunny shades have been chosen 
for those with northern aspects. Costs 
worked out at £625 for the four-apartment 
and £430 for the three-apartment house. 
The show houses remain open until 
February 16. 


Living-room in two-bedroom house. 
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EMPLOYMENT EXCHANGE AT AYTOUN 


For the Ministry of Labour 


SCHEME SUPERVISED BY 
E. H. MONTAGUE EBBS, 
ARIBA, AND 
A. M. PALMER, BSc, 
MINISTRY OF WORKS 


bf site of the new employment 
exchange at Aytoun-street, 
Manchester, designed and erected 
by the Ministry of Works for the 
Ministry of Labour and National 
Service, was purchased in 1920. 
The intention was to erect a building 
to accommodate the Regional Office 
as well as the employment ex- 
change. In 1936 plans were author- 
ised for a five-storey building to 
house, in addition, the staff of 
certain other departments. Work 
was started in March, 1937, on 
the excavation and construction of 
the reinforced concrete basement, 
completely tanked, with cast-iron 
drains under. ‘This involved the 
diversion of a main sewer crossing 
the site, and sheet piling along the 
side adjoining the canal; a sub- 
station was also constructed for_the 
Electrical Supply Company. A 
complete steel frame was erected 
but, because of the war, work 
was suspended. At the end of 
the war plans had to be revised 
to meet the standards of accommo- 
dation now necessary for the en- 
larged employment exchange ser- 
vices. ‘The changes in planning 
necessitated alterations to some 
parts of the steel frame. Work on 
the present building restarted in 
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West crush hall, ground 
floor. 


September, 1948. The ground floor completely covers 
the site—roughly, one-third of an acre. The extensive- 
ness of the accommodation in relation to site area called 
for close planning, and many problems had to be resolved 
before the best working arrangements were found.Expen- 
sive materials were sparingly used, and only in the most 
telling positions. The ground-floor storey is faced on 
Aytoun-street with Rubislaw grey granite. ‘This material 
is used also for the plinth and the central door- surround 
on the Roby-street front. ‘The main entrance on Aytoun- 
street and the frame of the long staircase window over 
are of black “‘ Bon Accord ”’ granite. The facing bricks, 


Conference room. 





THE BUILDER 





generally, are 2-in. multi-coloured rustic facings with 
recessed joints. The dressings to the windows on 
Aytoun-street and the canal elevation are of natural 
Portland stone, while the rest are of reconstructed stone 
to match. The windows are purpose-made steel. The 
entrance doors are of Honduras mahogany which was in 
stock before the war. The walls of the public offices 
and the public staircases, being subject to considerable 
wear in a building of this nature, have been provided with 
dadoes of reconstructed Hopton wood stone or terrazzo. 
The total floor area is 79,000 ft. super. Practically the 
whole of the ground and first floors and part of the second, 





THE BUILDER 









January 25 1959 
























—,- 


&@ 
promnenny 


cur 


ni ‘LE ( soe 


SPACE coe 








AO WOMEN | 

















STAFF & 
| PREMISES 
| OFFICER 
| 
\a 
| CONFERENCE 
| ROOM 
| FINANCE oR 
| STAFF 
iS Genenay § 
J 





i | 





















































: WAITING 

COUNTING TABLES vALTIN thy 
| 
ia == 
| 

iT 
onken | GRADE @ he SSENGER WAITING iy 
—] me MALE 
STORE STRONG 
peer | J Sa 
coat 



































WAITING RM COMMITTEE ASSISTANT = 8 | comatter coaaainiee 
R = MMIT TE RECORDS & 
ROOM MANAGE P= = Bons aPUBLOvERs Comm Tee o RESOROS &,, 
= % a 
a . —_ at 

















SECOND FLOOR PLAN 





U 











WOMEN 
CYCLE B PRAM Space 








4 










MEN 
REGESTRATION 








MENS Lavatony 
eon 
‘ S 
CRUSH HALL 
MEN  UNEMPLOY- 
MENT INSURANCE 
d a 


“| 








ee Se ee | 


spe po 


an ie a i el 


MENS UNEMPLOYMENT 


INSURANCE 


J 














[ke &e 


es Ee 
5 
& 


T 
ot ee 





CLERICAL = SPACE 


wi 


ica 

















— 
— oe ee 


- 


| 
17 


fa: 


si 


MENS 
ORO 


tas 


ARIS 





eae 


INTERVIEW ROOMS 


My 
q 
» 





) 























SCALE OF FEET 
0 5 ° 


10 20 %0 40 50 GROUND FLOOR PLAN 


teeeeterert t t + + 4 











January < 


son 
ope 
offi 
cou 
spe 
inte 
req 
der 
floc 
sect 
ins' 
offi 
firs 
sec 


pla 


fro: 
bul 
rec 
wh 
the 
the 
un 
mo 
sec 
is 

nu: 
fou 
ty 
reg 
Se 


the 
wit 
be 
cru 
wil 


He 


de: 
(th 
TI 
ere 
of 

ser 
din 
sel 


diy 


M 
Sv 
tra 
an 
Dx 
br 
ste 
an 


tan 
gra 


25 1952 














january 25 1952 


some 28,000 ft. super, are occupied by large 
open offices dealing with the public. These 
offices have been fitted with new types of 
counter fittings, designed in units each for a 
special form of business but capable of being 
interchanged and re-arranged to meet future 
requirements. The offices of the men’s 
department occupy the whole of the ground 
floor, about half of the first floor and part of the 
second. Registration and unemployment 
insurance are dealt with in the ground-floor 
offices, the employment section is on the 
first floor and the commercial section on the 
second floor. Also on the ground floor is 
placed the disabled men’s rehabilitation office. 


Entrances to the men’s department are 
from Aytoun-street, at either end of the 
building, into crush halls leading to the 
reception counters. The women’s department, 
which is entered from Roby-street, occupies 
the remainder of the first floor and part of 
the second. Registration, employment and 
unemployment insurance sections are accom- 
modated on the first floor. The commercial 
section is on the second. On the third floor 
is the Manchester appointments office and 
nursing appointments office; and on the 
fourth floor the regional staff training and 
typing school, and offices dealing with the 
regional administration of the National 
Service Act. 

In the conference room, on the second floor, 
the walls have been lined to a height of 7 ft. 
with veneered plywood, and cork tiles have 
been laid on the floor. The roof of the west 
crush hall is a semi-barrel vault in concrete 
with pavement lights along the west side. 
Heating is generally by hot-water radiators. 

The prewar building was planned and 
designed, under the chief architect of the 
(then) Office of Works, by Mr. David 
Thomson, F.R.I.B.A. The building as now 
erected was carried out under the supervision 
of Mr. E. H. Montague Ebbs, A.R.I.B.A., 
senior architect of the chief architect’s 
division, and Mr. A. M. Palmer, B.Sc., 
senior engineer of the chief engineer’s 
division, Ministry of Works. 

The contractors for the first contract were 
Messrs. J. Gerrard and Sons, Ltd., of 
Swinton, Manchester, and the second con- 
tract was carried out by Messrs. P. Hamer 
and Sons, Ltd., also of Swinton. Messrs. 
Dorman Long and Co., Ltd., Middles- 
brough, were responsible for the structural 
steelwork. Following is a list of sub-contractors 
and suppliers :— 

Hollow tile floors, Diespeker and Co., Ltd.; asphalt 
tanking, Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd. ; 
granite facings and re-con. Hopton wood and stone, J. and 
H. Patteson, Ltd. ; terrazzo, A. Quiligotti and Co., Ltd. ; 
plastering, James Cadman and. Sons, Ltd. ; roof covering, 
etc., D. Anderson and Son, Ltd. ; metal windows, doors and 
lantern lights, Doodson and Bain, Ltd.; precast terrazzo 
Partitions, etc., to lavatory blocks, Terradura Flooring Co., 
Ltd.; pavement lights, concrete windows, and Glascrete 
lights, J. A. King and Co., Ltd.; plumbing and glazing, 


eg Heyworth ; Portland stone, Robert Carlyle and Sons, 
std. ; 

Re-con. Portland stone, Concrete Unit Co., Ltd. ; metal 
balustrades, etc., Duxbury and Hardy; <Accotile tiling, 
supplied by Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd., and laid by 
Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; aluminium metal partitions 
(glazed), Frederick Braby and Co., Ltd. ; French polishing, 
E. Andrews ; decorations, A. Sharrocks ; paints, supplied 
by R. Gay and Co. ; facing bricks, supplied by Ravenhead 
a ig Ltd. ; metal grilles, supplied by British Trane 

0., Ltd. 

Engineering Services : Heating and ventilation ductwork, 
work, Brightside Foundry Co., Ltd., sub-let to J. Nadin, 
Ltd. ; lagging, sub-let to MacAndrew, Wormald Co., Ltd. ; 
economiser, E. Green and Sons, Ltd. ; boiler and radiators, 
Ideal Radiators; automatic controls, ‘‘ Rheostatic ”’ ; 
lifts, Waygood-Otis ; electrical and lighting installation, 
H. J. Cash Co., Ltd. 
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Men’s ui:employment insurance office, west ground floor. 





Central staircase. 





Women’s reception, first floor. 
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Detail of main entrance. 


THE BUILDING CENTRE, STORE STREET, WCI 


GONTRAN GOULDEN, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 
ROBIN DUNN, ARIBA, ASSISTANT ARCHITECT 


THE new premises of 

the Building Centre 
at 26, Store-street, London, 
W.C.1, were formally 
opened by Mr. David 
Eccles, M.P., Minister of 
Works, on Monday, Janu- 
ary 21. No. 26, Store- 
street is believed to be one 
of the first reinforced con- 
crete buildings to be con- 
structed in London, and 
was designed by Taperell 
and Haase in 1913. It 
was used for many years as 
a motor-car showroom, gar- 
age and workshops. 

The building was several 
times damaged by blast 
during the war, but suffered 
no serious structural harm. 
Internal improvements 
were confined to the en- 
trance hall and the council 
room. Elsewhere the 
existing surfaces have 
been lime whitened and 
left much as they were. 
The arrangement of false 

Front elevation to Store-street at night. ceilings in the hall was 
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Board room. 


determined by existing beams with prominent haunch- 
ings. The main jobs of reinstatement were the 
provision of new windows and patent glazing to make 
the building weatherproof, and new heating and 
lighting installations. ‘The main repairs were to the 
rear elevation which had been badly pitted by splinters. 
Two inches of concrete face had to be removed and 
the whole elevation sprayed with gunite on light 
reinforcement. 

Jean Conder, A.A.Dip., was the assistant responsible 
for the exhibition layout, assisted by Martin Cavell, 
student R.I.B.A. Bovis, Ltd., were the builders. 






































A display in the timber section. Inquiry desk. 
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Subcontractors and [suppliers were : 
Acoustic tiles, Burgess Products 
Co., .Ltd.; aluminium beams, Robert 
Building Inventions, Ltd.; asphalt 
work, Ragusa Asphalt Paving Co., 
Ltd. ; armourplate doors, plate glass, 
glass bricks, Pilkington Bros., Ltd. ; 
Bison roof slabs, prestressed concrete 
treads, Concrete, Ltd. ; borrowed 
ers John ee —— 
Jindows ; coat hooks, D. S. Owen- 
smith and Partners; composition TEMPORARY EXHIBITION AREA 
floors, The British Doloment Co. 
(1938), Ltd.; cradle rail (permanent), 
Palmers Travelling Cradle and Scaffold 
Co., Ltd. ; doors, Bryce White and Co., 
Ltd., Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd., Trudors, 
Ltd., John Sadd and Co., Ltd.; door 
furniture, J. D. Beardmore and Co., 
Ltd., Dryad Metal Works, Ltd.; 
electrical work, Troughton and Young, TEMPORARY 
Ltd.; flooring, E. J. Elgood, Ltd. ; S ‘ EXHIBITION 
gas installation, North Thames Gas S AREA 
Board; glazing, James Clark and 
Eaton, Ltd. ; gunite rendering, 
Cementation Co., Ltd.; handrails, 
F. J. Lewis, Ltd. ; heating and ventilat- 
ing,- Troughton and Young (Heating), 
Ltd.; insulating roof screeds and 
suspended ceiling, MetaMica, Ltd. ; 
lift, . Waygood-Otis, Ltd. ; metal 
windows, John Williams and Sons 
(Cardiff), Ltd., C. E. Welstead, Ltd. 
Neon sign, Claude-General Neon 
Lights, Ltd. ; partition blocks, sanitary 
fittings, Broad and Co., Ltd.; patent 
glazing, Mellowes and Co., Ltd.; 
plastering, Thomas and Wilson, Ltd. ; 
plumbing, Proops and Partners, Ltd. ; 
reinforced concrete and precast con- 
crete, F. Bradford and Co., Ltd.; 
repairs to steel staircase, H. and C. 
Davis and Co., Ltd.; repairs to 
pavement lights, J. A. King and Co., \ 
Ltd. ; steel door frames, Henry Hope LECTURE THEATRE 
_— —_, Ltd. ; ee pene a 
Mills Scaffold Co., Ltd.; steelwork, PLAN 
Moreland Hayne and Co., Ltd.; —_ TES , 
steel bracketting and lathing, Campbell 
Denis, Ltd. ; stone cleaning and repair, 
Reparations-Dreyfus, Ltd. ; sub- 
station, London Electricity Board ; 
suspended ceilings, Anderson Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd.; timber saving joists, 
Benfix Steel Co., Ltd. ; waterproofing, 
British Knapen, Ltd.; and ‘“ Altro” 
safety non-slip products, the Adamite 
Co., Ltd. 
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LAW REPORTS 


Does a Building Licence Include 
Amount for Professional Fees? 


CourT OF APPEAL 
BEFORE THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS AND 
LorDS JUSTICES JENKINS AND HoDSON 


Young v. Buckles 


THE Court of Appeal (the Master of the 
Rolls and Lords Justices Jenkins and 
Hodson), on January 15, dismissed with costs 
the appeal of Mrs. Alice Buckles, pro- 
pietress of the Boundary Social Club at 
glundellsands, Liverpool, against the judg- 
mot of the late Judge Crosthwaite, at 
Liverpool County Court, awarding to Mr. 
Albert Eric Young, architect, of Liverpool- 
road, Ainsdale, Lancs, £48 10s. in respect 
of his fees for professional services rendered 
in connection with building operations. at 
the club. 

A building licence had been granted by 
the Ministry of Works for work costing not 
more than £525. 


Mr. E. E. Youps, for Mrs. Buckles, said 
that in fact the sum authorised to be spent 
was exceeded, and by the time the work 
was completed the total expenditure was 
{700. The question for the court was 
whether the fees of Mr. Young were to be 
included in the cost of the work. Mr. Young 
based his claim on what he said was a right 
to charge fees for services rendered over 
and above the licence figure. But, if, said 
counsel, that right was persisted in, then 
there was an illegality, as the sum authorised 
to be spent had been exceeded by £175. 

Mr. LestiE RicGc, for Mr. Young, con- 
tended that there was no basis for the 
appeal. He referred to para. 4 of Regula- 
tion 56a of the Defence (General) Regula- 
tions, 1939, which stated: “In computing 
for the purposes of this Regulation the cost 
of any operation or of any work, regard 
shall be had to the value of any goods or 
stvices used for the purposes thereof, not- 
withstanding that the provision thereof did 
not involve the expenditure of money solely 
ot primarily for the purpose of that par- 
ticular operation or work.” Mr. Rigg sub- 
mitted that the para. only covered services 
actually used in carrying out the operation 
and was not intended to cover professional 
services. In this case these were largely 
performed before the licence was obtained. 


Giving judgment, THE MASTER OF THE 
RoLLs (Sir Raymond Evershed) first observed 
that, generally speaking, if people embarked 
on Operations which were not in accordance 
with the law as laid down by Parliament, 
and they made claims based on a contract 
that was illegal, they could not succeed. The 
question in this case was whether the claim 
for the payment of professional charges fell 
within that description; in other words, 
whether the claim was tainted by illegality 
% by an infringement of the Defence Regu- 
lations, under which the licence was granted. 
Before Mr. Young and Mrs. Buckles came 
ito contact the latter seemed to have 
engaged the services of another professional 
man, and he advised that the work required 
to be done would cost over £1,000. For that 
sum no licence was obtainable. Later on 
the made the acquaintance of Mr. Young 
and a building concern called the El Kebir 
Building Co. of Bootle. His estimate of 

cost was much less, and he applied for 
alicence for £525. 


His lordship explained that Mr. Young 
Was connected with the company. The work 
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to be done included the installation of a 
beer engine and accessories, electrical instal- 
lations, and other matters. The licenee stated 
that the contractors were the building com- 
pany, and it specified the work to be done 
“at a cost not exceeding £525.” In fact 
the work cost more than £700. 


On January 30, 1951, when the writ was 
issued, his lordship continued, Mr. Young 
had confined his claim to his professional 
charges in respect of £525. At the relevant 
date Mrs. Buckles had paid out no more 
than about £425, which, of course, was less 
than the amount for which the licence was 
granted. The significance of these facts was 
this: the contract was only illegal in so far 
as it involved a payment of a larger figure 
than that which was the subject of the 
licence. If that was right, then at the date 
when the writ was issued the figure of £525 
covered the fees due to the architect, and 
it could not be said that at that time any- 
thing had been paid that was in excess of 
that figure. 

When he issued his writ, said his lordship, 
there was no doubt that Mr. Young had 
a good cause of action and was entitled to 
the sum he had claimed without involving 
himself in, or being a party to, a contract 
that was illegal. His lordship referred to 
para. 4 of the Defence Regulation and said 
it was inapt to include professional fees 
and did not therefore affect the claim of 
Mr. Young. It did not say that one had 
to take the fees into account, but merely 
that “regard shall be had” to the value 
of those services. 

It was quite foreign to say that the ser- 
vices of an architect could be described as 
services used for the purpose of a building 
operation. In his judgment, the fees which 
Mr. Young was properly entitled to charge 
were not to be taken into account as having 
been included in the licence figure of £525. 
The appeal should be dismissed. 

Lorp JusTICcE JENKINS, agreeing, said the 
form of the licence itself, which referred to 
the total sum to be spent for materials and 
labour and made no mention of professional 
fees, showed that para. 4 was no bar to 
Mr. Young’s claim. 

Lorp Justice Hopson also agreed. The 
appeal was dismissed with costs. 


Claim Against Architect Succeeds 


KING'S BENCH DIVISION 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE ORMEROD 
Ruback v. Braddock 


Mr. Justice ORMEROD, in the King’s 
Bench Division on January 21, gave 
judgment for £123 and costs to Mr. Philip 
Ruback, tailor, of Granville-road, Finchley, 
London, N., against Mr. Peter Houghton 
Braddock, A.R.I.B.A., of Seaford, Sussex. 


Mr. Ruback claimed damages for negli- 
gence regarding advice given by Mr. Brad- 
dock for a War Damage Commission claim. 

Defendant was engaged as an architect for 
repairs to plaintiff’s house in Granville-road. 
He advised that some repairs would be met 
by the commission, but it was later found 
that no claim had been made. 

Defendant denied liability and pleaded 
that he had no duty to verify plaintiff’s 
statement that a war-damage claim had been 
made by a previous owner. 

The judge said it was clear that plaintiff 
must succeed to some extent because defen- 
dant was in charge of the repair work. He 
was instructed by the plaintiff to find out 
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whether there was war damage and do what- 
ever was needed to prosecute the claim. 


“Clearly,” said the judge, “his first duty, 
having ascertained there was war damage, 
was to ensure notification was made at the 
earliest possible moment.” It was abun- 
dantly plain that as a result of defendant’s 
breach of duty a claim that might have suc- 
ceeded at the time had no chance at all, 
after repairs had been completed. 


His lordship assessed plaintiff’s chances 
of succeeding in his claim in October, 1946, 
as 50 per cent. There would be judgment 
for £123 and costs. He added that although 
there was a finding of negligence it could 
not involve any possible form of disgrace. 
It was merely an unfortunate oversight. 


R.I.B.A. 


Notes from the Council Minutes 


Following are the notes from the 
minutes of the R.I.B.A. council meeting 
held on January 8 : 

ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER OF WORKS : 
Before the Council proceeded to the 
business of the meeting, a short and 
informal talk was given by Mr. David 
Eccles, M.P., Minister of Works. 
APPOINTMENTS : (A) University of Lon- 
don Architectural Education Committee : 
R.I.B.A. Representative for Year 1952-53. 
Anthony M. Chitty (F) and Philip G. 
Freeman (F). (B) Code of Practice 
Committee to Draft a Functional Code on 
“ Daylight”: P. V. Burnett (F) and 
George Whitby (A). (C) R.I.B.A. Repre- 
sentatives on B.S.I. Committees. (i) PLC .9: 
Polythene Tubing. R. Cotterell Butler 
(A). (ii) Terminology for Roof Covering. 
Lister P. Rees (A). 

THE Honorary CORRESPONDING MEM- 
BERSHIP: It was agreed to invite the 
following to accept election as Honorary 
Corresponding Members: Bolivia : Senor 
Lopez Videla; Brazil: Dr. Lucio Costa ; 
and Uruguay : Senor Leopoldo Artucio. 

INIGO JONES 'TERCENTENARY : The 
Council approved a recommendation of 
the Library Committee that discussions 
with other appropriate bodies be initiated, 
with a view to commemorating the ter- 
centenary of the death of Inigo Jones by a 
suitable exhibition illustrating his work. 

EXAMINATION Fees: The Council ap- 
proved an increase in the fee for a relegated 
candidate who takes separate subjects 
again from 10s. 6d. to one guinea per 
subject. The increase will take effect 
from January 1, 1952. 


Building Marchers Rebuked 
Mr. STEPHEN Hupson, President of the 


National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, speaking at the annual meeting 
of the Eastern Federation at Cambridge on 
Tuesday, said: “‘ With reference to the dis- 
cussions on wages which are now taking 
place, I feel strongly that the men who took 
part in the demonstration march in London 
last week whilst the National Joint Council 
for the Building Industry was sitting, would 
have been better employed in both their-own 
and the national interests if at this time, 
when increased output is more vital than 
ever, they had carried on with their work 
and left the presentation of their case to the 
experienced leaders they themselves have 
elected.” 
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NATIVE HOUSING IN SOUTH AFRICA 


An Example of an African New Town at Umlazi, Durban 


By E. THORRINGTON-SMITH, BSc, FRICS, MTPI 


This article originally appeared in the. 


Fournal of the Town Planning Institute 

and we are indebted to the Institute for 

permission to reproduce the following 
abridged version. 


OUTH AFRICA is in the midst of an 
industrial revolution. The 101,000 
persons of all races who were employed 
in manufacturing industry in the Union 
of South Africa in 1915-16 had risen to 
612,000 by 1947-48, the last year for which 
official figures are available. The com- 
parable figures in respect of mining 
activities are 280,000 and 450,000 respec- 
tively. The movement still goes on 
apace. There is therefere some justifi- 
cation for comparing this proportionately 
rapid industrial development with the 
Industrial Revolution which took place in 
Europe and America in the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. It is not 
surprising that a phenomenon which 
brought in its wake social problems which 
overwhelmed our forefathers in the older 
countries of the world in the nineteenth 
century, should produce formidable social 
problems in South Africa in the twentieth. 


It has been a characteristic of all these 
movements that workers have flocked into 





the towns in such large numbers that the 
dengand for housing has outstripped the 
supply. In this respect South Africa has 
been no exception, and there is a shortage 
of housing accommodation for all the 
racial groups. This article deals with 
certain aspects of the housing problem as 
it affects the Union’s urban natives, for 
whom in 1947 it was estimated 154,000 
additional houses were urgently required. 


MIGRATORY LABOUR 


In round figures the population of the 
Union of South Africa consists of 7} 
million natives, 24 million Europeans, 
1 million coloured persons of mixed 
European and non-European origin and 
$ million Indians. 


The Union’s native population belongs 
to the Bantu group of African peoples 
who migrated into the territory of the 
present Union from the north in the 
seventeenth century at about the same time 
that the first European settlers were 
entering the territory at the Cape. 


It is important to realise that by reason 
of the system of migratory labour which is 
common throughout central and southern 
Africa, only a minority of native industrial 








Preliminary outline development plan for the villages and neighbourhood centres in the new scheme for the Umlazi Reserve. 


workers regard themselves as permanen 
dwellers in urban areas. The permanen! 
homes of the vast majority of natives are in 
the Reserves which have been set aside 
for their exclusive occupation. The 
Reserves, however, carry a heavy popu- 
lation, are overstocked with cattle and, 
for the most part, the Bantu are poor 
farmers so that almost all men of working 
age living in the Reserves obtain employ- 
ment elsewhere to gain wages to supple- 
ment the produce of their holdings. It 
has been estimated that the average period 
of work of Union natives working on the 
Witwatersrand gold mines is 13} months 
and their average stay at home between 
periods of work is 7} months. Second- 
ary industry is also largely dependent 
upon migratory labour, although not to 
quite the same extent. 

Nevertheless, ever-increasing numbers 
of natives who flock into the towns for 
employment are becoming recognised 4 
permanent town dwellers who must be 
accommodated in permanent homes on 
an urban pattern, but so far few local 
authorities have been able to provide 
enough houses for the numbers requiring 
them. 


MINIMUM STANDARDS 


The traditional native hut is usually, 
but not always, circular in plan, is made of 
grass after the bee-hive pattern, or his 
mud walls with a skilfully thatched roof 
and is regarded by its occupants 4 @ 
temporary structure. When it begins 
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thought is therefore be- 
ing directed to finding 
ways and means of 
reducing costs with a 
view to securing the 
maximum number of 
dwellings with what- 
ever funds are made 
available, without 
sacrificing essential 
minimum standards. 


According to a re- 
cent survey, which was 
mainly concerned with 
the extent to which 
Durban natives em- 
ployed in_ industry 
might be able to pay 
an economic rent, 13 
per cent. earn £9-10 
amo per month, 20 per cent. 
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Fig. 2. Contour map of the land within the Mission Reserve. 


disintegrate or becomes too verminous 
it is burnt down and a new building is 
erected somewhere else. This is not, 
however, very practicable at high densities 
in urban conditions and, in any event, the 
standard of dwelling does not satisfy the 
health authorities so far as damp pene- 
tration and light and ventilation require- 
ments are concerned and furthermore it is 
very inflammable. The urban African 
seems to favour a rectangular house plan 
to accommodate European style furniture 
and his general desire seems to be to have 
a house as nearly after the European 
pattern as practicable. 


It is estimated that building costs rose 
by 125 per cent. between 1938 and 1949 
with the result that, in the Durban area 
for example, in 1949, native houses (let 
at rents of 30s. per month) with their 
development works, were costing £815 
each. Houses of this type, excellent 
though they were, with waterborne sewer- 
age and hot and cold water laid on, were 
not being erected in anything like suffi- 
cient numbers to make much impression 
on the requirements of the situation. 
Throughout the Union, as in Britain, 


earn £10-12, 16 per 
cent. earn £12-15, and 
5 per cent. over £15 
per month. It is not considered that a 
tenant should pay more than 20 to 25 per 
cent. of his income in rent. 


The current minimum standards of 
accommodation approved by the Minister 
of Native Affairs, provide in all cases for 
a principal bedroom of 118 sq. ft. and 
other bedrooms of 94 sq. ft., but the living 
area varies in accordance with the follow- 


ing table :— 

No. of Dining- Living- 
Persons Type of Dwelling Cooking Sleeping 
2 Bed-living room 70 sq. ft. 110 sq. ft. 
a 1-Bedroom house 80 sq. ft. 115 sq. ft. 
6 2-Bedroom house 90 sq. ft. 120 sq. ft. 
3-Bedroom house 100 sq. ft. 125 sq. ft. 
10 4-Bedroom house 110 sq. ft. 130 sq. ft. 


The living-room is designed to serve as 
a general living-room and a bedroom for 
two persons. All the dwellings are to 
have a store room 7 ft. by 3 ft. and the 
average floor to ceiling height throughout 
is to be not less than 8 ft. 6 in. 


THE DURBAN AREA 


The native housing position in Durban 
as in other cities,is acute. Although the 
municipality has provided accommodation 
for over 2,000 families in family dwellings 
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and for 13,000 persons in hostels, thous- 
ands of Africans live in primitive shacks of 
native pattern situated mainly in the Cato 
Manor area. The native population of the 
city, which was 43,000 in 1932, was esti- 
mated to be 150,000 in 1948 and industrial 
expansion is still proceeding. It was 
estimated in 1948 that there was an imme- 
diate need for 13,500 houses in respect of 
which the Corporation was engaged on an 
immediate programme of 2,300 houses, 
leaving a present balance of 11,200, which 
is ignoring the effects of future industrial 
expansion. 


THE NATIVE RESERVES 


There are in Natal over six million 
acres of Native Reserve, including very 
large areas near to the port of Durban, 
the closest being the Umlazi Mission 
Reserve of 7,500 acres, which itself ad- 
joins the Umlazi Location of 170,000 acres. 
The Mission Reserve lies to the south of 
the city and at its closest point is nine 
miles from the City Hall. The land 
between the Reserve and the city centre 
consists of a narrow strip of coastal flats 
upon which have been and are being 
developed Durban’s principal industrial 
areas It has, therefore, long been 
realised that the Mission Reserve, which 
has been occupied by only 600 families 
living on the usual semi-agricultural 
economy, was very favourably situated for 
the closer settlement of large numbers of 
the city’s African urban workers. 


The greatest concentrations of native 
employment in Durban are at the docks, 
in the commercial centre where there are 
many 12- and 16-storeyed buildings, and 
in the industrial areas. The African 
housing problem cannot therefore be 
solved by the decentralisation of existing 
industry and commerce. The places of 
employment are relatively fixed and it is 
necessary to provide housing accommo- 
dation as near to them as possible. The 
Umlazi scheme, which is described below 
as an example of how this housing problem 
is being tackled, is not therefore a satellite 
town but an honest-to-goodness dormitory. 


When the Native Affairs Commission, 
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Village I: a green near village centre. 
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Fig. 4. Village I: village centre, with shops, market and hall. 


which advises the Minister of Native 
Affairs in such matters, was satisfied that, 
in the public interest, the Umlazi Mission 
Reserve should be used for the urbanisa- 
tion of natives, the position was carefully 
and patiently explained to the Umlazi 
dwellers and their leaders at various 
megtings. It was only when a majority 
of the residents had expressed, at a 
special public meeting, their support of 
the scheme, subject to certain conditions, 
all of which were accepted, that it was 
decided that the scheme should be 
investigated technically. 


The .natives asked that the Native 
Affairs Department should carry out the 
development scheme. As the department 
was not organised to undertake large-scale 
development operations, the Natal Pro- 
vincial Administration was asked whether 
they would make available the services of 
the Provincial Town and Regional Planner 
to plan the proposed township and the 
Natal Housing Board to carry out the 
building operations as the agents of the 
Department. An assurance of every 
possible assistance was promptly given 
by the Provincial Administration and 
instructions were given to proceed with 
the planning of the Reserve in May, 1948, 
and a 1/5,000 scale aerial contour survey 
was completed by that October. The 
Provincial planner has so far prepared 
two reports. 


The Minister set up an Urban Planning 
Council to advise him upon the develop- 
ment of the Reserve and matters ot 
policy generally. This body may be com- 
pared with a New Town Corporation 
except that its functions are purely 
advisory to the Minister. 

The object of the plan was “ to devise 
a scheme of development which can be 
worked to over a period of years, by 
stages, as circumstances dictate, so that 
the development enjoys a measure of 
completeness at each stage of its growth, 
and in the end will achieve a comprehen- 
sive unity.” 

For a number of reasons, a possible 
ultimate population of 54,000 persons (or 
10,800 houses) has been adopted for the 
planning of the Reserve, but at the present 
time it has only been decided to proceed 
with the erection of the first six villages, 


and the Minister has come to no decision 
with regard to the rest of the scheme. 


The Reserve varies in height between 
40 ft. above sea level in the east and 700 ft. 
in the west, is very undulating, and its 
general formation is comparable with 
that of the Valley of a Thousand Hills 
which will be familiar to most visitors to 
Durban. 


After a most detailed analysis of the 
gradients of all land within the Reserve it 
was eventually found that development 
areas of suitable extent and providing for 
an aggregate population of the desired 
size could be obtained by developing 
land not steeper than 1 in 6 (Fig. 2). 


COMMUNITY PLANNING 


Although the practical experience upon 
which to base an estimate is limited, there 
is a measure of agreement among those 
with wide experience of native administra- 
tion, that a population of about 2,500 
persons or say 500 families is likely to 
make a satisfactory social group, and it 
was decided so far as possible in the plan 
to work on this basis. Within these 
“ villages ’’ it is planned to make provision 
for sites for the following facilities :— 


(i) Primary School and Hall. 
(ii) Nursery School 
(iii) Churches. 
(iv) Open Spaces : 
(a) Playlots—} acre per 1,000 population. 
(b) Playgrounds—1 acre per 1,000 population. 
(c) Playing fields—5 to 10 acres per village. 
(d) Amenity features to improve the street picture. 
(v) “ Primary ” shops. 
_ It is not thought, however, that 500 
families can support all the shops and 
other facilities whose services they require. 
It has therefore been recommended that 
for certain purposes, three or four villages 
should be grouped together to form a 
“neighbourhood ” and the centre of the 


most conveniently situated village should 


be enlarged to provide facilities which 
can only be supported by a population of 
7,500 or 10,000 persons (see inset to Fig. 1) 
e.g.: 

(i) A larger hall for social functions. 

(ii) A clinic or health centre. 

(iii) Administrative Offices. 

(iv) Market. 

(v) “‘ Secondary ” shops selling such commodities 
as clothes, medicaments, bicycles, furniture, 
household goods, etc. 

It is proposed that the scheme shall 

provide for (a) houses to let at sub- 


economic rentals ; (5b) houses to let with 
permission to purchase by instalment 
after a probationary period; and (c) 
houses of approved types to be erected 
by individual natives on freehold plots 
sold to them for the purpose. 


In order that each village shall contain 
a cross-section of the community it is 
proposed that each shall contain a propor- 
tion of the different types of houses. 


The Preliminary Outline Development 
Plan (Fig. 1) makes provision for 10,800 
dwellings or an ultimate population of 
54,000 persons. The plan allows for 
18 villages each with a primary school, 
organised into six neighbourhood units, 
all of which have secondary school sites 
of about 20 acres agreed with the educa- 
tion authorities, and neighbourhood 
“parks”? or rather, perhaps, ‘“ natural 
reserves”? varying in size from 36 to 
95 acres according to terrain. 


A site for a 600-bed hospital has been 
agreed with the Provincial Administration 
in a position near the first section of the 
township to be developed, so that hospital 
facilities can be provided at the outset and 
be extended with the growth of population. 


A suitable central area has been ear- 
marked for a town centre, the need for 
which is unlikely to arise, however, until 
several neighbourhoods have been com- 
pleted, and by that time more experience 
may be available as to the requirements of 
such a centre. 


A site has been reserved for a teachers’ 
training college near the town centre to 
enable the students and staff to take a 
leading part in organising cultural and 
social activities for the benefit of the town 
as a whole. 


THE ROAD SYSTEM 


The basic road layout of ‘ town roads ” 
consists of an inner ring road connected 
to the South Coast national road by the 
two town entrances, with a radial road 
projected westwards to serve as a_back- 
bone for development in the western end 
of the Reserve. By this means the town 
will have no direct main cross-roads, and 
it has been suggested that the principal 
junctions shall be by means of round- 
abouts. 
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A system of “‘ neighbourhood roads ”’ 
links the various neighbourhoods and 
villages with each other and with the 
“town roads.” 


Town roads will be 120 ft. wide and 
make provision for dual carriageways 
22 ft. wide, only one of which need be 
constructed at°first. Neighbourhood roads 
will have a general overall width of 90 ft. 
and one 20 ft. carriageway. Having 
regard to the heavy weight of cycle traffic 
to be expected it is desired to keep to a 
maximum gradient of 1 in 15 so far as 
possible. 

Schemes in respect of water supply 
and sewerage have been prepared by 
Mr. E. A. Middleton, A.M.Inst.C.E., 
Provincial Water Engineer, Natal, and the 
first half million gallon reservoir is now 
complete. 


Provision has been made in the layout 
of the first village, which is sited on a 
deep deposit of sand, for sewerage, but in 
view of the substantial saving which the 
elimination of sewerage would effect, pits 
are to be used initially and their effective- 
ness studied. 


AGRICULTURE 


The suggested development areas within 
the Reserve (including schools and parks) 
total only 2,810 out of a total of 7,521 
acres. It is recommended that the re- 
maining land shall form an agricultural 
green belt to provide food and particularly 
vegetables for the town dwellers. As the 
houses are likely to have small gardens it 
is proposed to earmark areas near the 
villages for allotments. 


It is generally accepted that the crime 
Waves and general social unrest among ur- 
ban Africans are partly due to deplorable 
housing conditions in which many natives 
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have to live, but the position has been 
accentuated by the breakdown of the 
tribal system whereby enormous numbers 
of natives leave the social order of the 
Reserves where, in general, a high standard 
of honesty and morality is maintained and 
drift into chaotic urban conditions in 
which little or no social order exists at all. 
One fundamental question which arises 
in connection with residential planning is 
whether some social system can be devised 
in urban conditions to take the place of 
the old order of the Reserves. This is, of 
course, a matter for sociologists but the 
pianner may have a contribution to make 
in providing conditions which are con- 
ducive to suitable social development. 

The Natal Housing Board hope to 
complete the first village at Umlazi 
within a year, so that hundreds of families 
may be established in the villages in a very 
short time. Consequently any social 
organisation which may be created will 
not have the opportunity of growing up 
gradually with the accretion of additional 
families to an existing nucleus as usually 
occurs both in native and other villages. 
It is therefore desirable that the environ- 
ment should be such that a community 
feeling can be rapidly fostered. The 
point thus arises as to whether, for certain 
purposes, houses should not be arranged 
in social groups having a closer relation to 
the size of villages to which natives are 
traditionally accustomed. 


VILLAGE I 


The site planning of Village 1 has been 
dominated by the topography. Where 
terrace or row houses are used, they have 
to follow the contours if unnecessary 
excavation is to be avoided, and con- 
sequently when one corner of a terrace 
block has been fixed on plan, the other 
























Fig. 5. House group to west of village centre. 
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corners are determined within a matter 
of inches by the steepness of the land. 
Where the contours are in the form of a 
loop on the side of a road, the effective 
frontage of the road has sometimes been 
increased by siting the terraces along the 
contour and leaving the intervening land 
as open space. (Figs. 3 and4.) Owing to the 
peculiar shape of the buildable land a 
close analysis showed that it was often 
possible to get more houses on'the ground 
by leaving the open space than by attemp- 
ting to build over it. This was due to the 
fact that a departure from the contour 
would necessitate the use of detached or 
semi-detached houses which require more 
frontage than terraces. 

The topographical circumstances which 
gave rise to the open greens have been used 
in the plan to facilitate the creation within 
the village of sub-groups or communities 
which are arranged round communal 
greens,and are more in keeping with the 
size of the traditional uwmuzt than the 
village itself. ‘The greens can be used in 
common by all the residents in a particular 
group, as a place for play by the children 
and as a place for rest, talk or ngoma 
dancing by adults. 

At the southern end of the village these 
sub-communities are arranged in a cellular 
pattern which is defined visually on the 
ground by strips of indigenous bush and 
trees. Throughout, every effort has been 
made to preserve existing vegetation and 
it is proposed to institute additional 
planting. 

DEVELOPMENT WORKS 

One overriding consideration in the 
detailed planning has been the necessity 
to reduce development costs to a minimum. 


This has been done in a number of ways. 
Considerable use is proposed to be made 
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of terrace blocks (which are unusual in 
South Africa) to reduce the costs of 
services and also excavation costs for roads 
and house platforms on the steep hillsides. 

It is not thought that the weight of 
vehicular traffic in a native village necessi- 
tates a carriageway up to each plot. It has 
been assumed that it will be adequate if 
some plots are served by a footpath pro- 
vided there is a carriageway within 150 
or 200 ft. 

The village is based on Neighbourhood 
Road N.1, and the road layout consists 
of a simple radial system converging on 
the village centre, in front of which is a 
traffic island to serve as a turn-round for 
buses which can enter and leave N.1 
by a short entrance road without traversing 
any of the residential streets. 

The village centre, which will also serve 
as the neighbourhood centre for Villages 
1, 2 and 3, is planned as a small precinct 
round a square with buildings on three 
sides and a screen of four palm trees 
through which can be seen a fine inland 
view on the fourth (Fig. 4). The build- 
ings comprise hall, clinic, office, market 
and shops. ‘The most suitable reasonably 
flat land has been allocated for the school 
and public playing fields. 

The village occupies 90 acres, which will 
accommodate 550 houses and therefore 
has a gross density of 6.1 houses per acre. 
After deducting 27.9 acres of non-resi- 
dential land and sites, the net density works 
out at 13.9 houses per acre. Typical 
plot sizes are as follows : 


Freehold sites for sale to owner-builders 50 by 100 ft. 


Semi-detached houses _ ; 35 by 90 ft. 
‘Terraces(internal plots) 21 by 100 ft. 
Terraces (external plots) 31 by 100 ft. 


It is proposed to build the first 200 
houses of cement blocks, but other methods 
of construction are under investigation 
and the Natal Housing Board has erected 
some prototype houses in a thin precast 
concrete slab construction and the possi- 
bilities of this construction are being care- 
fully studied. It is not thought that this 
system will necessarily be substantially 
cheaper than brick or concrete block con- 
struction, but its advantages are thought 
to lie in speed of erection with the mini- 
mum of skilled labour. It is not, however, 
readily adaptable to two-floor construction 
and the layout of Village 1 has therefore 
been based on single-storey dwellings. 

It is hoped to keep the cost of two- 
bedroom houses down to £200 inclusive 
of a sink and a stove. 

The economic houses will contain a 
bath, and wash-houses will be provided 
‘with showers and clothes washing facilities 
for those whose houses do not contain 
these advantages. 

All the facilities planned at Umlazi 
are intended solely for Africans. There 
are those who find the principle of group- 
ing together the members of each race for 
residential purposes, retrogressive or even 
anti-social. ‘This question is beyond the 
scope of this article, though so far as this 
particular scheme, which is intended to 

‘relieve the pressure on Cato Manor, is 
concerned, it might be mentioned that 
' many families lost their lives in the Durban 
Native-Indian riots of January, 1949, 
j largely because members of both races 
were living cheek by jowl at Cato Manor. 

The problems of a multi-racial socity are 

indeed formidable and much more complex 
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than may appear to the superficial observer 
several thousand miles away. In these 
matters deep thought and original con- 
structive suggestions or criticisms are to 
be welcomed from whatever source, but it 
is perhaps permissible to suggest that those 
who wish to help in this way should first 
study the situation and the realities as 
they exist. This is pre-eminently a case 
where ‘‘ Survey must come before Plan.” 


SUPPLEMENT TO 
HOUSING MANUAL, 1949 


Mr. Macmillan’s Aims 


ITTHE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Mr. Harold Macmillan, has 
sent to all local authorities in England and 
Wales a copy of “ Houses, 1952,” which was 
published on January 24 (Stationery Office, 
Is.). This new supplement to the Housing 
Manual, 1949, contains plans of the type of 
house which the Minister would like local 
authorities to build in 1952, with the object 
of (1) getting more houses from a limited 
supply of materials, labour and capital; and 
(2) reducing capital costs and rents. The 
model of the terrace houses illustrated in the 
supplement, and some of the type plans, were 
exhibited on the Ministry’s stand at ihe 
Building Exhibition last November. 

The main rooms shown in plans illustrated 
in “Houses, 1952,” are as large as those 
recommended by the Dudley Committee, but 
savings are made in the total superficial area 
by skilful design, particularly in passage 
space, storage space and access from front 
to back of the house, the Ministry states. 
The houses are smaller than those illustrated 
in the Housing Manual, 1949, at the same 
time preserving essential standards. Various 
ways of achieving these standards are 
described, including the ‘dining hall” and 
“large living room” houses. These types 
are described as an innovation in houses of 
this size in this country, and “may appeal 
particularly to the younger generation.” 

The irtroduction states: “To show the 
present saving by adopting these designs, it 
has been estimated that a house in Groups I 
or II [Plans on Orthodox Lines] would cost 
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at least £150 less than the average house 
being built at the present time, and this 
would mean a saving in rent ef 2s. Sd. per 
week. The capital saving should be more 
in the case of the three-bedroom house and 
rather less for the two-bedroom house; there 
would also be price variations in the 
different regions. For instance, one council 
in the Midlands has already (December, 
1951) built a pair of three-bedroom houses to 
similar economical designs at a cost of under 
£1,000 each; terrace blocks should show a 
greater saving. The average cost of three- 
bedroom council houses completed in this 
part of the country was then about £1,400, 
This saving of about £400 means 6s. 6d. a 
week less rent.” 


A Guide, Not an Instruction 


In a foreword, Mr. Macmillan says: “ The 
people need more houses. . They need them 
quickly. This is the most urgent of all social 
services, for the home is the basis of the 
family just as the family is the basis of the 
nation. 

“We have to try to meet their needs at a 
time of great economic difficulty, for we 
have to expand in a period of general restric- 
tion. This surely means that we must try 
to build the greatest possible number of 
houses out of the available labour and 
materials. At the same time, since we are 
not dealing with ephemeral or temporary 
projects, we must preserve standards, for we 
have to think of the future as well as of the 
present. 

“Our object in this booklet is to suggest 
ways in which we can do both these things 
—that is, build good houses and more houses. 
If we can together help to build the People’s 
House in the quantities that the people need, 
we shall have done something to be proud 
of. We shall deserve, and receive, the grati- 
tude of thousands of our fellow-countrymen, 
young and old. 

“It is in this spirit that I ask you to study 
this handbook. It is a guide, not an instruc- 
tion. I hope it may be an mspiration.” 

It is emphasised that all the plans in 
“Houses, 1952,” are merely examples. They 
may be followed by some authorities, while 
in other instances architects will use them as 
a basis for their own designs. 





COMPARISON OF OVERALL HOUSE SIZES (MINIMA) 


A lies E point is made in a leading article this week that ‘‘ Houses, 1952” (the new adden- 
dum to the:Housing Manual, 1949), requires larger areas than the 1944 Manual. 


This is borne out by the appended table in 


which are compared minimum overall sizes 


of five-person three-bedroom houses, and four-person two- and three-bedroom houses, 
recommended by (a) the Dudley Report, 1944; (6) Housing Manual, 1944; (c) Housing 


Manual, 1949; and (d) ‘*‘ Houses, 1952.” 


This clearly indicates that overall house 


sizes in the 1944 Manual were below Dudley recommendations ; the 1949 Manual brought 
them up to Dudley standards; and that now we are somewhere between 1944 and 1949. 


1.—F{VE-PERSON THREE-BEDROOM HOUSE 









































| Housing Housing Manual Supplement 
| Manual “Houses, 1952” 
Dudley | 1944 Housing (Average size of plans 
Report | (Minimum| Manual illustrated) 
1944 size of 1949 | I a 
plans Group 1 | Group 2 | Groups 
illustrated) } 3and4 
NET Aas gas ara 900 | 800* 900 857 839 | 843 
STorRE + FUueL se 70 62 62 62 62 | 62+ 
Gross ia : 970 | 862 962 919 901 | 905 
2.—FOUR-PERSON TWO- sND THREE-BEDROOM HOUSES 
NET = a ..| 750 | 708t 750 | 703 12 | 772 
Store + Fue waa 70 | 62 62 | 62 62 | 62+ 
Gross v-| 820 770 812 | 765 714 | 784 








* Manual, page 75, fig. 62. 





t Manual, page 78, fig. 72. 
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THE BUILDER 


SUPPLY OF BUILDING MATERIALS 


Building Industry Distributors’ Proposals to Minister 
for Easing Shortages 


A REPORT on the present situation in 
4% regard to the supply of building 
materials, and suggestions for easing short- 
ages by the use of substitute materials and 
other means, has been submitted to the 
Minister of Works by Building Industry 
Distributors, whose membership includes 
most of the builders’ merchants in this 
country. E : 

The report is divided into four main sec- 
ions: A, B, C and D. Section A consists of 
3 statement of building materials at present 
in short supply, and the time required by 
manufacturers for delivery after the placing 
of an order. The report continues:— 


SECTION B 
B.—Shortage of Materials and Alternatives 


This association feels that in many in- 
stances, completion of houses is being 
delayed because of the insistence on certain 
specifications, with no elasticity to permit of 
This position can be greatly 
alleviated by a wider use of alternatives 
(which may be readily available in mer- 
chants’ stocks), provided that the alterna- 
tive is of equal quality, e.g., up to the 
British Standard Specifications. It is further 
thought that it might be helpful if, before 
drawing up specifications, architects and 
engineers would contact merchants to ascer- 
tain the materials which are in very short 
supply, so that they can be omitted from the 
specification and other items substituted. 

One particular difficulty in regard to the 
use of substitutes is the naming of proprie- 


F tory articles under p.c. items. 


Below are given comments and suggestions 
in regard to materials which are in short 
supply or which might be scarce in an in- 
creased house-building programme. 


Heavy Side of the Trade (materials required 
for the construction of the carcass of the 
house) 


(a) Bricks. The present output of bricks 
would go further towards the erection of 
houses, if more use were made of bricks 
(particularly facings) from smaller brick- 
yards; further, if houses were half rough- 
cast instead of being finished off in facings. 
it would mean that only half the number of 
facings used now would be needed and more 
common bricks could be used behind the 
roughcast. 

In addition, there have recently been many 

large jobs such as power stations which 
demand a very great number of bricks; if 
such constructions were less massive in 
character, many bricks could be released 
for housing purposes. 
_ In regard to the use of bricks in houses, 
it is felt that the existing supply would go 
further if their use were confined more to 
external walls with increased use of clinker 
or hollow blocks for the internal walls. 

(b) Cement. The present supply would suf- 
fice for a great number of houses if much 
of the work in roads, paths and houses 
carried out in concrete was reduced. We are 
given to understand that a pre-war house 
required three tons of cement, whereas a 
Post-war house needs eight tons. A substan- 
tial saving even in the consumption of three 
tons of cement per house could be made if 
lime were used for building. 

(c) Plasterboard. The shortage of this 
Material is largely the result of manufac- 





turers’ difficulty in securing paper. Two sug- 
gestions are made for easing the position: (i) 
That more paper should be allocated to the 
plasterboard manufacturers; and (ii) that 
there should be greater use of insulation 
board. (There are supplies of imported 
material readily available.) 

(d) Roofing slates. Although this material 
is difficult to obtain there are, of course, 
such alternatives as clay roofing tiles and 
concrete roofing tiles, both of which are in 
a good delivery position. 


Light Side of the Trade (materials mainly 
concerned with the fitments of a house) 


The shortage of materials on the light 
side of the trade mainly arises out of the 
demand for ferrous and non-ferrous metals 
for rearmament purposes, and the remedy 
for this position, apart from the use of 
alternative materials, is largely in the hands 
of the Government through its allocation of 
raw materials. 

(a) Steel Windows. It is suggested that 
economies can be effected in two ways: 
(i) By the reduction of the very large number 
of types of steel windows which are manu- 
factured, which means that many types are 
carried in stock. Concentration on the 
manufacture of a smaller number of types 
would meet all reasonable demands and 
eliminate the present holding of large stocks 
of metal windows, many of which are only 
occasionally asked for; and (ii) wood case- 
ments and wood sashes could be used more 
extensively, and it is pointed out that many 
builders have in stock old wood sashes well 
seasoned, which could be used up. 

(b) Locks and night latches. A saving in 
material could be effected if latches were 
fixed to internal doors instead of locks; 
further steps should be taken to get more 
die-cast and plastic door furniture manufac- 
tured. 

(c) Castings. Cast products are generally 
difficult to secure and it is stated that this 
is not now due to a labour shortage, but 
rather to the difficulty in securing necessary 
scrap. The following comments are made 
on individual items: (i) Cast-iron soil pipes. 
It is suggested that asbestos-cement pipes 
could be used above the junction for the 
ventilating pipes; greater use might be made 
of spun iron pipes. (ii) Cast-iron gutters. 
This is a difficult item and one particularly 
in which flexibility of specification is re- 
quired; use might be made of the materials 
which are in merchants’ stocks, e.g., gal- 
vanised sheet iron, pressed steel, aluminium, 
and asbestos-cement. (iii) Burlington cisterns. 
Some standardisation of design would speed 
the delivery of this particular item. 

(d) Open-top cisterns. These are available 
in asbestos-cement. 

(e) Flush pipes. Galvanised flush pipes 
can be imported quickly from the Continent. 

(f) Articles in non-ferrous metal. As 
already mentioned above, the delivery posi- 
tion of all non-ferrous products, e.g., brass, 
copper and zinc, is a result of shortage of 
raw materials. One suggestion which it is 
felt would ease particular difficulties is that 
local authorities should not insist on taps to 
B.S.1010, but that they should be happy to 
accept either this pattern or the M.O.H. 
pattern, whichever is available. Two sug- 
gestions are made to ease the delivery posi- 
tion of non-ferrous articles: (i) That every 
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effort should be made to ensure that scrap 
brass, copper and zinc is directed to the 
foundries, and (ii) that every effort should 
be made to see that raw materials are avail- 
able, as without such availability produc- 
tion problems are increased. 

(g) Timber. Although B.I.D. appreciates 
that the timber trade is a specialist one, and 
that the Government will consult the timber 
interests, a number of B.I.D. members con- 
cerned in the trade have made suggestions as 
follows: (i) There are adequate supplies of 
softwood which should be released for down- 
stairs floors and windows, and would there- 
by mean a saving in cement and steel 
windows. (ii) There should be freedom of 
licensing for housing. 

(h) Housing priority. B.I.D. fully appreci- 
ates that to ensure a greater construction 
of houses, building materials must be 
employed on housing work and not waste- 
fully expended on unnecessary work. With 
this point in mind the President has in- 
included in the B.I:D. Bulletin a directive to 
all members calling upon them to do every- 
thing within their power to see that build- 
ing materials are used only for essential 
work. 

(i) Long-term planning and continuity of 

programme. (i) We consider that it is essen- 
tial that a definite and long-term plan shall 
be conceived under which not only the 
manufacturers and distributors and builders 
can visualize the likely requirements a long 
time ahead, but also that the local councils 
themselves can prepare and collate and put 
into operation their own long-term construc- 
tion programme. 
_ (ii) In view of the delay which takes place 
in the delivery of many materials to-day, 
councils must place their building contracts 
sufficiently far ahead to enable building 
contractors to place their contracts for 
material months before they are required, 
so that they may arrive on the job in time 
for their requirements. 

To-day a builder often starts a job im- 
mediately after receiving instructions from 
the council knowing that his job will be ready 
for certain materials long before they can 
be obtained, and hoping that by continued 
and frantic search and endeavour, or by sub- 
stitution, that he may get threugh. 

If a long-term policy were put in force, this 
would ensure the availability of the materials 
at the time and at the place they are 
required. 

(iii) Planning is similarly essential to 
avoid stocks of building materials being 
held on sites long before they are required. 
Such a practice may cause shortage and 
delay in construction elsewhere. 


SECTION C 
C. Under-Capitalisation 


The present financial stringency cannot be 
over emphasised to-day. Most builders and 
sub-contractors are under-capitalised and are 
likely to remain so unless drastic revision is 
made by which payment of work done is 
received by the builders to enable them to 
pay for their materials in reasonable time 
and on due date. 

The chief reasons for the under-capitalisa- 
tion are as follows:— 

1. Up to 10 per cent. (i.e., more than a 
builder’s net profit) is held up by councils 
for retention for six months or longer. 

2. Owing to the shortage of quantity 
surveyors on the staffs of local authorities 
the measuring and agreeing of extras is 
often greatly delayed. From time to time 
considerable delay also takes place by the 
accounts department of the council hold- 
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ing up payment, even after the payment 
has been certified by the surveyor. 


3. Builders must be in a position to pay . 


for materials delivered. Failure to do so 
means that the supply of materials is 
delayed because the distributor, who has to 
pay his manufacturers at the end of the 
month following delivery, slows down 
supplies and may eventually stop, and jobs 
are-consequently held up. 

4. We suggest that the retention should 
be a maximum of 5 per cent. with a still 
smaller retention figure on large contracts. 

5. We suggest that all extras to contracts 
should be settled within three months of 
the completion of the contract. 

6. We suggest that nominated suppliers 
who act in council schemes be protected 
by the building owner, who shall be 
instructed to deduct from following certifi- 
cates or retentions, the value of goods 
delivered on to a job and not paid for by 
the builder within three months of supply, 
the sums so deducted to be paid direct 
to the nominated suppliers. 

7. It is felt that the effect of the pro- 
visions of the Town and Country Planning 
Act, particularly those in relation to 
development charges, operate as a bar to 
development. It is suggested, therefore, 
that the Government should give very 
close attention to the provisions and prac- 
tical effects of this Act in acting as a 
deterrent to building. 


SECTION -_D 
D. General Comments 


(a) Use of smaller builders. The members 
of B.I.D. feel that a substantial increase in 
the number of houses to be built can be 
effected if smaller builders are allowed to 
build one or two houses each; this was a 
pre-war practice which enabled such builders 
to keep their jobbing workmen going in 
their spare time and in bad weather; such 
jobs are termed in the trade “hospital 
jobs.” By the adoption of this plan, the 
Government would harness the energy of 
the small builder to a large number of small 
schemes without increasing the labour force. 

Many small builders have odd plots of 
ground upon which houses could be 
erected if they were allowed to do so. 

In addition there are numbers of builders 
who have sites developed with roads and 
sewers which have been standing idle since 
1939, who should now be allowed to go 
ahead. 

(b) Types of houses. It is known that the 
Government already has in mind the possi- 
bility of building different tvpes of houses 
whereby the existing supply of materials will 
go further, and B.I.D. would like to make 
one or two suggestions on this point. 

It is known that semi-detached houses use 
more materials than other types of housing; 
consideration might, therefore, be given to 
the construction of terrace houses in blocks 
of 4, 6 or 8: further, that when such terraces 
are built the houses therein might be of 
varying sizes. 

Maisonettes are also economical in the 
use of materials: the tyoe B.I.D. has in mind 
are those consisting of one flat downstairs 
and one flat upstairs. In this method of 
construction one roof shelters two homes. 

Blocks of flats, although reauiring steel, 
are economical in other materials. 

(c) Houses for manufacturers’ emplovees. 
Production in some industries is held uo 
because, even if additional labour is forth- 
coming. the necessary houses are not avail- 
able. This is a point which should have 
special attention. 


THE BUILDER 


FOREST PRODUCTS 
RESEARCH 


Annual Report for 1949 


“ BYOREST PRODUCTS RESEARCH, 

1949,” just published for the D.S.I.R. 
by the Stationery Office (price 2s. 6d.), shows 
that advisory work continues to be an import- 
ant feature of the activities of the Forest 
Products Research Laboratory and that 
nearly 13,000 inquiries are now received 
annually. The report points out that while 
practical inquiries are the life blood of a 
technological establishment, and should not 
be restricted, nevertheless the volume of 
such inquiries must not prevent a minimum 
amount of time being devoted to funda- 
mental studies essential for enabling the 
laboratory to provide new knowledge on 
which new technological advances depend. 
The report accordingly records a small in- 
crease in such studies. 

Timber and Timber Structures-——Much 
attention has been devoted to obtaining 
information on the properties and use of 
many unfamiliar Colonial timbers now com- 
ing into this country in place of old-estab- 
lished species which are temporarily scarce. 

Tests in the laboratory have been made 
on a variety of roof trusses, ranging from 
light frames of 20-ft. span to a new design 
of industrial. truss spanning 43 ft. This 
truss failed at a load equal to three and a 
half times the combined design dead and 
snow load, a highly satisfactory result. Tests 
were also made of various floor assemblies. 

Timber structures tested in the field 
included a Dutch barn of shear connector 
portal frame construction anda three-bay por- 
tion of a glasshouse based on asymmetrical 
laminated timber arches designed by the 
Timber Development Association. The 
glasshouse was first subjected to loading to 
test all the elements of the structure and 
further tests on the arches alone showed that 
these could be used at greater centres. 

Plywood Glues.—Work on the durability 
of plywood adhesives has been extended, in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Supply, 
to include tropical tests at Port Harcourt in 
Nigeria, where plywood can be exposed to 
conditions ranging from full sun to sheltered 
storage. Samples of plywood and built-up 
units are also being placed in a 70-ft. torpedo 
boat for marine tests in H.M.S. Hornet at 
Gosport to investigate the durability of many 
types of glue. Well over 5,000 samples have 
been made for these experiments. 

Sawing and machining.—Research en saw- 
ing and machining includes an investigation 
on the behaviour of sawdust in the gullets 
of saws over a wide range of cutting con- 
ditions. A special technique has been 
developed which employs either a strobo- 
torch or high-speed photography. One side 
of the saw is in contact with a toughened 
glass window, and the behaviour of the saw- 
dust can be observed or photographed while 
the saw is cutting. The method gets rid of 
errors which were caused by having to stop 
the saw and open up the wood to inspect the 
sawdust in the gullets. 

Rotting of timber in cooling towers.— 
It has hitherto been assumed that deteriora- 
tion of timber in cooling towers was caused 
solely by the action of hot water. The 
mycology section of the laboratory has now 
discovered that fungi, while not the primary 
cause of the breakdown of the timber slats 
in cooling towers, nevertheless play a part 
in increasing the rate of deterioration. The 
temperature in a cooling tower is suitable for 
supporting a wide range of plant growth. 
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Paintings in the National Gallery ~ 
Investigations have been carried out for the 
National Gallery to find a practical Method 
of preventing cracking and other damage ty 
paintings on wood caused by changes it 
atmospheric conditions. Tests are being car 
ried out on a number of materials to ¢ 
cover how far movement and curvature y 
wood panels can be reduced by applyin 
them as a moisture-proof barrier to the back 
of the panels. 


Testing Timber Structures 


A NEW LABORATORY has been brought iniy 
use at the Forest Products Resear) 
Laboratory, D.S.I.R., Princes Risborough 
for testing timber structures such as floor, 
roof trusses and girders. The basic knoy. 
ledge so obtained should be ot particulg 
value at the present time, when alternatiyg 
to steel are being sought. 

The laboratory is equipped to permit th 
testing of structures occupying an area UP fo 
38 ft. by 26 ft., under a maximum load equ. 
valent to a distributed load of 3 cwt. pe 
square foot. Tests can be made of trugg 
girders, etc., up to 70-ft. long, and of arehe 
up to 38-ft. span and 26-ft. high, under loak 


up to a maximum of I tons per foot of B 


span. 

For the present all the resources of th 
new laboratory will be needed for gaininy 
basic knowledge of the behaviour of timber 
structures. This knowledge will be mak 
available to architects and industry through 
the normal channels as soon as possible 
Eventually it is hoped that the laboratory 
will be available for tests on behalf of ind- 
vidual firms, but this is not possible yet. 

A standard timber industrial-type trus, 
designed by the Timber Development Asw- 
ciation, was tested for them in the new 
laboratory on January 18. The truss hasa 
clear span of 57 ft. 4 in. and was tested to 
destruction. 


Tropical Testing Rooms for Glues 


ROOMS FOR TESTING GLUES and glued 
wood products under tropical conditions 
have also recently been completed at the 
Forest Products Research Laboratory. The 
daily cycle of heat and humidity of places 
such as Singapore and Kano, Nigeria, can be 


simulated for lengthy periods. Storage 
trials are already being undertaken for ad- 
hesive makers and, although the rooms ar 
not yet ready for full use, plywood and 
other glued materials are being submitted to 
tests. 

The rooms should provide information of 
value to glue makers and manufacturers 
whose glued-wood products will be used in 
the tropics. No claim is made that the 
rooms produce conditions indentical with 
those in the tropics, but they approach suffici- 
ently near for reproduceable tests to be 
made. During the development stage dupli- 
cate tests for comparative purposes are being 
carried out at the Ministry of Supply 
Tropical Testing Establishment at Port Har- 
court in Nigeria. 

To provide the regional conditions auto- 
matically controlled plant is installed for 
heating, cooling, drying and wetting the aif, 
which is circulated to the rooms by blowers. 


Kidbrooke Comprehensive School 


Kidbrooke L.C.C. Comprehensive High 
School, described and illustrated in our last 
issue, is situated at Shooters Hill, Blackheath. 
S.E.3, and not at Balham Hill, as the 
stated. : 
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THE BUILDER 


LONDON MASTER BUILDERS 
Minister of Works Attends Annual Meeting 


A POLICY for the building industry based 
é on three principles—the maintenance 
of the manpower in the industry, the stimu- 
lation of the supply of materials and the 
continuity of building work, and the step- 
ping-up of housing while pushing on with 
the works required for defence—was outlined 
by Mr. Davip Ecctes, Minister of Works, 
when he addressed the annual meeting of 
the London Master Builders on Tuesday. The 
Minister was responding to a toast by Mr. 
Dudley Cox, President of the Association. 


He represented (said the Minister) a 
Government which, sure that it was wrong - 
to do industry’s job, was anxious to con- 
fine itself to general guidance, and to give 
management, labour and _ investors an 
unfettered chance to follow that guidance. 
That was what was going to happen while 
His Majesty’s present Ministers were in 
office. 

“Our policy for the building industry will 
be based on three principles: First: to main- 
tain the manpower in the industry and to 
employ it to the full; second: to stimulate 
the supply of materials and to secure a con-’ 
tinuity of building work so that the industry 
has a really good chance to increase the rate 
of output. In creating the conditions for 
expansion we shall use the minimum of 
controls and regulations; and third: while 
pushing on with the works required for 
defence, to step-up the housing programme. 
How fast we can go will depend on the 
extent that manufacturers of materials and 
building contractors seize the new oppor- 
tunities and succeed in expanding their 
output.” 


Materials Supply 


He had been told that the present labour 
force of about a million men was too large 
for the economic use of the available 
materials. It was said that if we had less 
men we should get more output. There 
was a much better way—to attack the 
problem from the other end, by increasing 
the supply of materials. That was the 
Government’s policy. Much time also 
was wasted in speculating about a possible 
slump in building. When the country wanted 
such vast numbers of schools, hospitals, 
houses, factories and so on, which to-day 
could not be started, it was much. more help- 
ful to concentrate on the problems of how 
to save scarce materials and how many con- 
tracts to place against the existing capacity 
and productivity of the industry. 


On the question of materials, we had to 
learn to build with less steel. Later in the 
year building might get something out of the 
Prime Minister’s million tons from U.S.A., 
but there were other strong claimants. When 
an allocation system started there was 
always something of a panic, but there was 
one way in which the Government was 
going to ease the shortage; by securing a 
better supply of reinforcing rods and of wire 
for prestressed concrete. The brick industry 
was discussing its difficulties with him, and 
he thought that that industry would give 
the output wanted. Production of cement 
had been rising, but we still imported cement, 
and it was the duty of all users to economise. 
As to plasterboard, he was looking for a 
sufficient increase in production to get rid 
of long-period delivery dates. The timber 
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outlook was quite good. Cast-iron goods and 
pipes were admittedly a headache. While 
he could not promise that all the difficulties 
could be quickly overcome, they would 
advance in the right direction. 


“My object,” said the Minister, “is to 
create the conditions in which the building 
materials industry can produce more when 
the volume of your work calls for more. 
It is difficult to say which is here the cart 
and which the horse—whether the better flow 
of work will produce the materials or the 
better flow of materials will encourage a 
larger volume of work. The sensible policy 
is to tackle the problem from both ends at 
once. 


Consulting with the Industry 


“T shall be consulting the industry on 
ways and means to operate this flexible 
policy. I want to bring the industry right 
into the picture, and that should help the 
manufacturers of materials and the builders 
to make full use of this change of policy and 
to expand output in the knowledge that 
continuity of new work will be ‘more easily 
obtainable under this system than under the 
old rigid money ceilings, which stopped work 
for no better reason than that the quotas had 
already been used up.” 


Welcoming the Minister of Works, th2 
President, Mr. DupDLEY F. Cox, said that 
the building industry was willing and 
anxious to co-operate with the Government 
in everything that was of mutual benefit. 


“We are anxious to get on with the job,” 
said Mr. Cox. ‘“ We have our difficulties. 
We know, none better, that you have them, 
too. But if you will give us a clear line to 
follow and one which you can assure us will 
not be suddenly changed, we shall come to 
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meet you with a speed that will astonish 
you. Don’t worry about telling us how to 
do it—leave that to us.” 


Citicers and Council 

The following Officers and Council were elected :-— 

President: D. E. Woodbine Parish, F.1.0.B. 

Vice-president: A. W. Yeomans, Gerald Hill and R. S. 
Williams. 

Hon. Treasurer; Nigel Hannen, F.1.0.B. 

Hon. Auditor: Lt.-Col. K. J. Pearce. 

Council: L. J. Holloway, N. S:. Farrow, D. C. C. 
Roberts, W, K. Laing, B. T. Rice-Pyle, P. F. Parker, 
P. H. Bates, Lt. Col. W. W. Dove, R. S. Lovatt. G. Harris, 
B. L. Morgan, C. K. Tavener. 


Annual Report 


,OLLOWING luncheon the ~ annual 

general meeting was held at which the 

80th annual report was presented by the 

president. From it we take the following 
extracts : — 

Early in the year the president stressed 
the vital urgency of improving the appren- 
ticeship position. He appealed to the 
areas to take a more direct interest in the 
matter and to stimulate the recruitment of 
apprentices. As a result all the areas con- 
ducted thorough investigations into the posi- 
tion, and a great deal of information was 
obtained. 

Some members, particularly the smaller 
firms, felt that there was a need for some 
change in the terms of the apprenticeship 
scheme and submitted various recommenda- 
tions and suggestions which have now been 
carefully considered. An apprenticeship 
conference was arranged by the National 
Federation when representatives of regions 
took part in a general and wide discussion 
on various aspects of the’scheme. London’s 
views were put forward but it was apparent 
that the problems arising in London were 
at variance with those in the Provinces. This 
emphasised the suggestion that there should 
be more regional and local autonomy, but 
no decision has yet been reached on this and 
other fundamental matters. 

Whilst the intake of apprentices notified in 
1951 is much the same as for the last three 
years, there is an increase in the number of 
boys serving on probation, but this will not 
show itself in apprenticeship figures until 
well into the New Year. Realisation of the 
urgency of the position has produced a con- 
siderable number of vacancies, particularly 
from firms who hitherto have not employed 
apprentices. The majority of these have 
been filled, quickly and smoothly, as a result 
of the improved liaison with Youth Employ- 
ment Officers. Much, however, must still 
be done and all firms are urged to take as 
many apprentices as possible, working in 
close co-operation with the apprenticeship 
staff at Bedford-square. 

The following shows the total number of 
apprentices indentured in the various trades 
from January 1, 1951, to December 31 last 
in the areas of the L.M.B.A.:— 

First, the Central Areas:— No. 1, 274; 
No. 2, 48; No. 3, 131; No. 4, 42; No. 5, 110. 
In the Northern Area, 70; North-Eastern, 
120; Southern, 59; South-Eastern, 55; North- 
Western, 117; South-Western, 62; making 
an overall total of 1,035. 


Standard Forms of Contracts 

It is satisfactory to record that the use of 
the R.I.B.A. standard Form of Contract has 
extended still further during the past year. In 
the field of work for local authorities this 
growth is especially welcomed. 

It should be emphasised again that a close 
watch should. be kept. by members on 
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attempts to amend clauses in the Standard 
Forms, a practice which, unfortunately, 
still continues in some quarters. The con- 
tract document is a balanced one in which 
all the clauses are inter-related and with 
which the Form of Subcontract is linked, and 
an apparently minor alteration might have 
quite serious repercussions. 


L.C.C. Form of Contract 


Discussions have continued on the London 
County Council’s Form of Contract. The 
Liaison Committee has held a number of 
meetings but, with considerable regret, it must 
be reported that little real progress has been 
made. The main difficulty is that the Lon- 
don County Council, so far, find themselves 
unable to give way on a number of points 
which are fundamental to the R.I.B.A. 
Standard Form. The Association’s repre- 
sentatives have felt that they could not 
justify any concession on these fundamentals, 
nor could they give way in the interests of 
the wide use of the Standard Form through- 
out the country. It is hoped that some 
means may be found in the coming year 
of overcoming the apparent deadlock which 
has now been reached. 


London Building Bye-Laws 


During the past year the Association’s 
comments have again been invited on the 
proposed revisions of sections of the Lon- 
don Building Bye-laws, and towards the end 
of the year the final draft of the revisions 
was received from the L.C.C. The Law and 
Parliamentary Committee examined the final 
draft and it was agreed that it appeared to 
be quite satisfactory. 


Tendering Without Quantities 


A very much smaller number of cases of 
difficulty under the Quantities Rule has been 
brought to the Association’s notice since the 
decision of the National Federation, after 
consultation with the Architects and Sur- 
veyors, to raise the financial limit in the rule 
from £1,500 to £3,000. It appears, therefore, 
that architects and surveyors are co-opera- 
ting to avoid placing members in the 
embarrassing position of having to refuse to 
tender because they are debarred from doing 
so by the failure to provide quantities. 


Building Licensing 


Until the announcement on November 7 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer regard- 
ing postponement of starting dates for build- 
ing licences there had been no important 
alterations in the licensing system during 
the year, nor have many difficulties other 
than minor points been reported. It has 
become increasingly evident that it is the 
inevitable rise in the cost of building and 
the shortage of money which has influenced 
a certain falling off in building work, par- 
ticularly amongst our medium and smaller 
members. Maintenance and repair work 
have been particularly affected. The post- 
ponement of starting dates referred to above 
was a not unexpected measure since the new 
Government, on its election to office, had 
to give immediate consideration to the re- 
sources available, particularly for the 
defence and export programmes. 


Technical Information 


A large number of individual technical 
inquiries has been received by Mr. -E. G. 
Dean, the Association’s Technical Informa- 
tion Qfficer, and members continue to make 
regular and increasing use of the service— 
some 180 direct inquiries have been received 
between April and the end of the year. 
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Membership 


The total wages roll of the Association 
this year shows a further increase over the 
1950 figure and now totals £43,414,244. 

At December 31 last the membership 
figures were as follows:— 

Ordinary Members 

Associate Members 

Sub-Contractor Members 

Honorary Members 


1,759 


Apprentice Master Schemes 


The number of Apprentice Master 
Schemes in London has been reduced to 
five. Three of these are now virtually com- 
pleted and the work outstanding on the other 
two schemes will be completed by adult 
labour. 

Over 940 apprentices have been trans- 
ferred: from these schemes to normal 
apprenticeships, and it is expected that the 
boys remaining on the schemes will be 
accommodated within the course of the next 
three months. 


Registration 

A total of 8,645 London apprentices have 
been registered by the Building Apprentice- 
ship Training Council and 2,520 Certificates 
of Completion have been issued. The form 
of certificate has been improved after 
representations from London, but there is 
now a possibility that the industry may be 
asked to undertake the work previously 
carried out by the B.A.T.C., which may in- 
clude the direct responsibility of operating 
the B.A.T.C. prize award scheme. 


Builders’ Foremen 


It is hoped that there may be substantial 
developments early in the New Year towards 
bringing about one united organisation with 


‘conditions of membership calculated to bring 


within its ranks the large number of fore- 
men in the London Region who are mem- 
bers of no recognised foremen’s organisa- 
tion. 


The New President’s Career 
Me. D. E. WOODBINE PARISH, 

F.I.0.B., M.LI.A., the new president 
of the London Master Builders’ Association, 
is managing director and deputy chairman 
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of Holliday and Greenwood, Ltd., of Buck. 
ingham Palace-gardens. He takes office at 
the age of 40—precisely half the age of the 
L.M.B.A. itself, for this year it celebrates jts 
80th birthday—and is the youngest presi. 
dent the association has ever had. He js 
the third member of his firm to be president. 
Mr. Benjamin Greenwood having occupied 


the position in 1898 and Mr. James Holliday 


in 1912.. 

Mr. Woodbine Parish was educated at 
Sandroyd, Eton and Lausanne, and served 
an engineering student-apprenticeship jp 
Manchester with Mather and Platt, Ltd, 
attending at the same time the Manchester 
College of Technology as a _ part-time 
student. He then took a whole-time craft 
training at the Northern Polytechnic in Lop. 
don. This he followed with a three-year jp- 


“dentured pupilship in building and ciyjj 


engineering in London with Holliday and 
Greenwood. He continued with them after 
finishing his apprenticeship and _ was 
appointed a director of the firm in 1937, 

He himself came into prominence in the 
association’s affairs in 1945 when he was 
elected hon. secretary of Central Area No. |. 
a position which he held for two years. He 
was area chairman in 1947. He had been a 
member of the council since 1946,'and of the 
National Federation council since 1947. 

One of the earliest and most energetic 
protagonists of incentives, Mr. Woodbine 
Parish has campaigned steadily for better 
educational facilities for all in the building 
industry. Largely as a result of this the 
L.M.B.A. decided last year to extend its prize 
awards to pupils at the London Schools of 
Building, and the L.M.B.A. medal, which is 
to be awarded this year to those taking the 
London City and Guilds examinations, is a 
tribute to his work. Similarly with foremen, 
Mr. Woodbine Parish has long urged the 
need for the better training of foremen ina 
technological age and the establishment of 
one organisation for foremen, which should 
take its place along with that of the build 
ing employers in the better organisation of 
the industry. The steps now being taken in 
both directions are largely the result of his 
suggestions. 


Committee Work 


Mr. Woodbine Parish serves on a variety 
of committees connected with the L.M.B.A. 
and the National Federation. He has been 
chairman, since 1949, of the standing con- 
mittee for the training of general foremen. 
and a member of the National Federation 
Education and Training Committee since 
1947. He is a member of the Ministry of 
Education’s National Advisory Council on 
education for industry and commerce, and 
has been chairman, since 1946, of the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service 
Building Trade advisory committee for the 
Edgware-road, Westminster, Camden Town 
and Walham Green employment exchanges. 
He is also a governor of the Willesden 
technical college and a member of a number 
of building advisory committees, including 
the City and Guilds of London Institute and 
several technical colleges. In 1950 he was 
appointed regional leader for London of the 
Works and Buildings Emergency Organise 
tion, the old W.B.E.O. He is a member 
of the livery of the Worshipful Company of 
Clothworkers and a Freeman of the City of 
London. 

His firm has been established for over 
three-quarters of a century, and has been 
responsible for many well-known buildings. 
It is now engaged in the rebuilding of the 
first section of St. Thomas’s Hospital. 
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EASTERN FEDERATION 


The President’s Review of 1951 


HE problems created in the building in- 
dustry by the rising level of work in 
the five New Towns in the area were referred 
to by Mr. H. F. Johnson, president of the 
Fastern Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, in a review of 1951, presented 
at the annual general meeting at Cambridge 
on January 22. 

The heavy demand from the New Towns 
for men has inevitably led to very keen com- 
petition for labour, where ‘the Federation’s 
own members, paying the rates laid down 
by joint agreement, have suffered very 
adversely, the report states. The Federation 
has lost no opportunity of bringing to the 
attention of the National Federation and the 
Government Departments concerned the in- 
escapable position brought about by too 
much work being attempted with too*few 
men. The movement of labour to the New 
Towns has not only affected the capacity 
of the Federation’s members to tender for 
local housing contracts, but has also 
threatened the very existence of the firms 
themselves. 

“The rents now being charged for houses 
in the New Towns reflect directly the rates 
which must be paid to attract men from local 
firms to work for New Towns’ contractors. 
One speculates on the future”of towns built 
entirely at a time when costs and incomes 
have reached their peak. -The immediate 
problem for the Federation is to safeguard 
the interest of member firms, and although 
a limit has now been placed on the number 
of Eastern Counties’ men that can be em- 
ployed at the New Towns, this limit has not 
generally been reached, and competition for 
men may well continue as before. Every 
possible step is being taken by the Federa- 
tion to look after the interests of the mem- 
bers affected, but those who give this 
problem more than superficial consideration 
realise its many complexities.” 

On the subject of private enterprise 
housing, the report states that “it would in- 
deed be a tragedy if, after securing for the 
private house-builder a greater opportunity 
to build, it was then found that for one 
reason or another full advantage could not 
be taken of it. There would appear at the 
Moment to be two main obstacles to a re- 
sumption of private enterprise building on 
an economic scale. The first is the problem 
of available building land at a reasonable 
price. The second is that under the present 
arrangements we merely have an improve- 
Ment on existing ratios, leaving unanswered 
the question as to how the pre-war developer 
can get under way again on the only basis 
on which costs can be brought down 
quickly.” 


Low-Cost Housing 


Referring to the houses built by the 
Federation at Ipswich, the report states: 
“Our houses clearly demonstrated that at the 
present time houses can be built at a much 
lower cost than the average council house 
without a material reduction in standards. 
A similar experiment was conducted by 
The Builder, and although their prize-winning 
houses at Northampton showed a different 
approach to the problem, they gave the 
Same answer. Over £1,500 has been spent 
by our Eastern Federation on this work as 
4 contribution to the housing needs of our 
People, and it is very much a matter for 
Tegret that although the houses were warmly 
welcomed by the public and the many local 
authorities who inspected them, the new 
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Government, as well as the old, consider 
that these houses cannot be approved for 
subsidy purposes bécause the overall living 
space is 17 square feet short of a minimum 
of 820 square feet it would indeed be 
unfortunate if the initiative shown by 
The Builder and our own Federation in work 
on housing designs were to be brought to 
naught by a rigid bureaucratic approach.” 
On the question of apprenticeship, Mr. 
Johnson says that: “the rate of intake of 
bound apprentices, despite our most 
strenuous efforts, dropped below the 1,000 
mark, and we still fall far short of the target 
of 1,400 indentured apprentices per annum. 
I would appeal to all Masters to do their 
very utmost to recruit suitable boys and see 
they are bound under our National Scheme.” 


M.O.W. WINTER LECTURES 


February Programme 


ECTURES to be given during February 

in the Ministry of Works’ winter 

season of discussion-lectures on subjects 

of interest to the building industry, are as 
follows:— 


February 4.—‘ Site Investigation,’’ by N. W. B. Clarke. 
Technical College, Brighton. 7.15 p.m. February 5.— 
“Good Practice in Plumbing,’’ by F. N. Shimmin. 
South-East London Technical College, Lewisham Way, 
Lewisham, S.E. 7.15 p.m. “Introduction to Pro- 
gramming and Progressing for Builders,’’ by A. E. 
Chittenden, D.F.C. Town Hall, Llangefni. 7 p.m. 
“* Seasoning and Preservation of Timber,’’ by J. Jowett. 
Technical College, Bell-street, Wakefield. 7.15 p.m. 

February 6.—‘‘ Machines for the Modern Builder : 
Some Recent Developments in Building Plant,’’ by 
A. MacNiven-Brown, A.M.I.Mech.E. Municipal College, 
Burnley. 7.15p.m. “ Introduction to Programming and 
Progressing for Builders,’ by A. E. Chittenden, D.F.C. 
Library, Caernarvon. 7 p.m. “Good Practice in 
Domestic Drainage,’’ by F. J. Crabb, B.Eng., M.I.C.E. 
College of Arts, The Newarke, Leicester. 7.15 p.m. 
“Lightweight Concretes,’’ by T. Whitaker, M.Sc., 
A.M.LC.E. College of Technology, Salmon Pastures, 
Warren-street, Sheffield, 4. 7.15 p.m. 

February 7.—‘‘ Modern Developments in the Use of 
Timber,’’ by R. M. Beswick. Technical College, Palatine- 
road, Blackpool. 7.15 p.m. February 11.—“ British 
Standards and Codes of Practice for Building,’’ by C. 
Roland Woods, M.B.E., LL.D. Crown and Anchor 
Hotel, Ipswich. 8 p.m. ‘New Timbers,’’ by R. P. 
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Woods, B.A.(Cantab.). Municipal Hall, Taunton, 
Somerset. 7 p.m. February 12.—* Structural Use of 
Steel in Buildings,’’ by G. A. Gardner, O.B.E., M.I. 
Struct.E. Bristol University, Physics Lecture Theatre, 
Royal Fort, Bristol, 8. 7 p.m. “ Surface Finishes of 
Concrete,”” by J. G. Wilson, A.R.I.B.A. College of 
Further Education, Newtown-road, Hereford. 7.15 p.m. 
“* Plastering,”’ by H. Andrews, B.Sc., A.R.I.C. Y.M.C.A., 
Connaught Hall, Blackett-street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. 
7 p.m. “Seasoning and Preservation of Timber,”’ by 
P. L. Money. Wimbledon Technical College, Gladstone- 
road, Wimbledon, S.W.19. 7.30 p.m. 

February 13.—‘ Local Authority Planning,”’ by D. M. 
O’Herlihy, B.Sc., M.I.C.E. Creighton School, Strand- 
road, Carlisle. 7 p.m. ‘“‘ Mining Subsidence Problems 
Affecting House Construction,’”? by H. A. Whitaker, 
M.Eng., A.M.I.C.E., M.1.Struct.E. Central Cafe, 
Stepney-street, Llanelly. 7 p.m. ‘* Floor Finishes,’’ by 
F. C. Harper, Ph.D., B.Sc. Public Library, Abington- 
street, Northampton. 7.15 p.m. February 14.—“‘ Sur- 
face Finishes of Concrete,’”’ by J. G. Wilson, A.R.I.B.A. 
South-Eastern Gas Board Showrooms, Sandgate-road, 
Folkestone. 7.15 p.m. “Structural Uses of Timber,” 
by J. Jowett. Department of Building, Technical College, 
Hopwood-lane, Halifax. 7.15 p.m. ‘Some Problems 
of Tiled and Slated Roofs,’’ by G. J. Langdon-Thomas, 
A.R.LB.A. Technical College, Bradford-place, Walsall. 
7.15 p.m. ‘“*Good Practice in Plumbing,’”’ by F. N. 
Shimmin, B.Sc.(Eng.), A.M.I.C.E. Watford Technical 
College, Hempstead-road, Watford. 7 p.m. 

February 15.—* Principles of Sound Plumbing,”’ by 
R. V. Lindsley, A.R.I.C.S., M.I.San.E. College of 
Technology, Howard-street, Rotherham. 7 p.m. Febru- 
ary 18.—** Prestressed Concrete,’’ by O. J. Masterman, 
B.Eng., A.M.I.C.E., A.M.1.Struct.E. Croydon Poly- 
technic, Selhurst-road, South Norwood, S.E.25. 7.30 
p.m.‘ “‘Seasoning and Preservation of Timber,” by 
H. A. Cox, M.A.(Cantab.). Town Hall, Devizes. 7 p.m. 
“Essentials of Good Concreting,’’? by S. White, B.Sc., 
A.M.LC.E. Technical College, Workington. 7 p.m. 
February 19.— Painting Traditional Buildings,’’ by 
T. A. Baker. Bournemouth Municipal College (Depart- 
ment of Building), Shelley Park, Beechwood-avenue, 
Boscombe. 7 p.m. “ British Standards and Codes of 
Practice for Building,’? by C. Roland Woods, M.B.E., 
LL.D. Boys’ High School, Queens Hill, Newport, Mon. 
7 p.m. 

February 20.—‘ Floor Finishes,” by F. C. Harper, 
Ph.D., B.Sc. Technical College, St, George Gate, Don- 
caster. 7.15 p.m. “British Standards and Codes of 
Practice for Building,’ by C. Roland Woods, M.B.E., 
LL.D. Hope Church Vestry, High-street, Merthyr 
Tydfil. 7 p.m. “Surface Finishes of Concrete,’’ by 
J. G. Wilson. Gas Showrooms, Albert-square, Manches- 
ter. 7.15p.m. ‘“* Mining Subsidence Problems Affecting 
House Construction,” by H. A. Whitaker, M.Eng., 
A.M.I.C.E. Building Department, Technical College, 
Couldon-place, Stoke-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. February 21. 
—‘ Principles of Sound Plumbing,”’ by R. V. Lindsley, 
A.R.LC.S., M.LSan.E. Schofield Technical College, 
Park-road, Mexborough. 7.15 p.m. February 22.— 
“ The Building (Safety, Health and Welfare) Regulations, 
1948,”” by A. W. Grimsey. Technical College, Tonbridge- 
road, Maidstone. 7.15 p.m. 

February 25.—‘* Modern Techniques in Building,’ by 
L. Kemp. Science, Art and Technical School, Barn- 
staple. 7 p.m. “Site Investigation,” by N. W. B. 
Clarke, M.Eng., M.I.C.E., M.1.Struct.E. Education 
Offices, Guild-street, Burton-upon-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 
February 26.—‘“ Small Heating and Ventilating Instal- 
lations,’ by J. C. Knight, A.M.IL.H.V.E. Technical 
College, Darlington. 7 p.m. ‘“ Dry Rot.’’ by W. P. K. 
Findlay, D.Sc., A.R.C.S. Adelphi Hotel, Hastings. 
7.15 p.m. ‘“‘Common Defects in Buildings,’’ by H. J. 
Eldridge, B.Sc. C ity Museum and Art Gallert, Tavistock- 
road, Plymouth. 7 p.m. 

February 27.— “ Techniques and Devices for Improving 
Bricklaying Output,’’ by C. S. Thompson, A.M.I.Mech.E. 
Central Y.M.C.A.., Station-terrace, Cardiff. 7 p.m. “* Foun- 
dation Problems,” by L. R. Creasy, B.Sc., A.M.I.C.E. 
Gas Showrooms, Osborne-street, Grimsby. 7.15. 
p.m. “Small Heating and Ventilating Installations,’ by 
J. C. Knight, A.M.L.H.V.E. Kirby Girls’ Secondary 
Grammar School, Middlesbrough. 7 p.m. “ Plastering,’ 
by H. Andrews, B.Sc., A.R.I.C. Technical College, 159, 
Tadcaster-road, York. 7.15 p.m. February 28.—“* Essen- 
tials of Good Concreting,’’ by E. H. MacMillen, B.Sc. 
(Eng.), M.I.C.E., M.LStruct.E. Brocklehurst Memorial 
Hall, Macclesfield. 7.15 p.m. 


Higher Education Courses, 1951-52 


The 1951-52 Bulletin of Special Courses in 
Higher Technology, Part II, has been issued 
by the London and Home Counties Regional 
Advisory Council for Higher Technological 
Education. Copies from Tavistock House, 
Tavistock-square, W.C.1, price Is. 6d. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


Liverpool Housing Allocations 

The provisional allocation of houses for 
Liverpool for 1952 of 1,280 has been in- 
creased by a further provisional allocation 
of 1,000. It is hoped that a further alloca- 
tion will be made later on in the year. 


Increase in Electricians’ Wages 


The Standing Committee of the Nationai 
Joint Industrial Council agreed on January 
15 to award as from February 4 an increas2 
of 2d. per hour to journeymen electricians 
(with corresponding increases to other 
classes). 


New Australian Bridge 


- A British firm, the Cleveland Bridge and 
Engineering Co., has been given a contract by 
the New South Wales Government to build 
a new bridge over the George River at Liver- 
pool, near Sydney, at an estimated cost of 
over £A480,000. The bridge will be 912 ft. 
long and 58 ft. wide. 


Department Store, Southampton 


In connection with the erection of a new 
departmental store for E. Mayes and Son, 
Ltd., at Southampton, illustrated in The 
Builder of December 21, we have now been 
informed by Way and Son (Southsea), Ltd., 
that they were responsible for carrying out 
all the general glazing to this building and 
also some of the internal glazing. 


Helicopter Landing Grounds 


Mr. J. G. Braithwaite, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Transport, said 
at Cardiff on January 17 that progressive 
local authorities should consider the schedul- 
ing of sites for suitable air stops to cater for 
helicopter travel. If the multi-engined 
passenger helicopter continued to make pro- 
gress, within 10 years the whole of our 
internal air transport system would be 
revolutionised. 


New Savings Campaign: T.U.C. Statement 


In a message to all trade unionists, signed 
by Mr. Arthur Deakin, chairman, and Sir 
Vincent Tewson, general secretary, the 
General Council of the Trades Union Con- 
gress urges all who can to save for the 
advantage of themselves and their country. 
The message asks employers to provide 
savings facilities and seeks the fullest co- 
operation of workers in helping to run 
savings groups by becoming regular mem- 
bers. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Export of Manufactured Iron and Steel 


The Board of Trade announce that as 
from January 21 the price per ton below 
which they restrict exports of general manu- 
factures of iron and steel has been increased 
from £30 per ton to £40 per ton. 

These arrangements, first introduced in 
July, 1950, restrict exports of ‘iron and steel 
goods of low “conversion value,” and the 
present increase takes account of higher iron 
and steel prices. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. JoHN R. RATC.iFF, B.Sc.(Eng.), M.I.Mech.E., 
M.LP.E., hitherto engineering works manager of K. and 
L. Steelfounders and Engineers, Ltd., Letchworth, has 
been elected to the board of that company as engineering 
works director. 

On the occasion of his completing 50 years’ continuous 
service with Messrs. Thos. Parsons and Sons, Ltd., 
Mr. K. W. Shipcott was, on January 6, presented with a 
gold watch and a cheque by Mrs. George Parsons. Mr. 
Shipcott is in charge of the ledger department. 
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STEEL FROM U.S.A. 


One Million Tons in 1952 


FFOLLOWING the recent talks between 

Mr. Churchill and President Truman, 
the United States are to supply Britain, this 
year, with a million tons of steel. In return 
the United Kingdom is to help alleviate one 
of the United States’ most serious shortages, 
aluminium, and will also assist the United 
States in getting supplies of tin. 


A statement issued from 10, Downing- 
street, on January 18, says that the United 
Kingdom requirements of steel for 1952 
were reviewed in detail during the discussions. 
On the basis of these requirements, and after 
allowing for supplies of foreign ore to be 
diverted to the United Kingdom by arrange- 
ment between the United Kingdom and the 
United States steel industry, the United 
States undertook to make available to the 
United Kingdom for purchase during .1952 
steel (including scrap and pig iron now ear- 
marked for the United States from oversea 
sources) to a total figure of one million Jong 
tons. This includes the steel [100,000 tons] 
allocated for the first quarter in the pre- 
viously announced arrangement. 


About 80 per cent. of the amount sup- 
plied will be steel, mostly in the form of 
ingots. 

This will be of the greatest assistance to 
the United Kingdom in meeting its defence 
and essential civilian needs. _ 


In the absence of a change in the present 
supply situation, it is not anticipated that any 
of the steel to be furnished to the United 
Kingdom will be supplied in structural or 
plate or-in shapes that are in serious short 
supply in the United States. Most of the 
steel will be supplied in the second half of 
1952, when a portion of the United States 
steel expansion programme will have been 
completed. 








TRANSLUCENT and 
PEARL FINISHES 


are our exclusive treatments 
in addition to Sulphuric and. 
Chromic Anodising. 

MASS PRODUCTION CAPACITY 








JOHN WILKINS & Co LtD 


231-243 ST. JOHN ST.,CLERKENW 
LONDON E.C.1. 
‘Phone TERminus 2176-8 
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TRADE NEWS 


Gas Equipment at Catering Exhibition 


Gas equipment for cooking in kitchens of 
all sizes and in snack bars and service rooms 
is being shown by the Gas Council, 1, Gros. 
venor-place, S.W.1, at the Hotel, Restaurant 
and Catering Exhibition, National Hall, 
Olympia. Among the appliances on view 
is the junior luminous panel heater, suitable 
for the overhead heating of small rooms. 


The Jackson Electric Stove Co., Ltd., 143, 
Sloane-street, S.W.1, are demonstrating the 
Jackson pastry oven, and are also showing 
a representative display of electrical cooking 
equipment at the exhibition, which closes op 
February 1. 


New Fluorescent Lighting Plant 


Mr. James Stuart, Secretary of State for 
Scotland, opened Chance Brothers’ Vello 
Tubing Plant at Firhill, Glasgow, on 
January 16. The new plant, which cost 
£250,000, will, it is claimed, make Britain 
self-supporting in glass tubes for fluorescent 
lighting. Up to now, not enough tubes for 
this purpose have been produced here and 
supplies have had to be imported, mainly 
from America. The output from the new 
plant will more than fill the gap, so that 
export markets can be fed as well. 


CLINKER BLOCK 
MANUFACTURERS 


Annual Luncheon and Meeting 


THE GREATEST CONTRIBUTION that the 
Federation of Clinker Block Manufacturers 
could make was in the field of housing, said 
Mr. H. RUDEBECK, president of the Federa- 
tion, when he proposed the toast of His 
Majesty’s Government at their third annual 
luncheon in London on January 22. Accord- 
ing to the Housing Manual, he said, clinker 
blocks could help to provide homes more 
quickly, more cheaply and homes that were 
warmer and more sound-proof than if built 
entirely of bricks. 

Mr. HuGH Motson, M.P.. Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works, respond- 
ing to the toast, praised the Federation 
because it maintained high standards and 
encouraged research. It was a trade associa- 
tion that was doing good for the country as 
well as its members. 

Referring to the Federation’s product, MR. 
R. FitzMaurice, chartered civil engineer, 
who was responding to the toast of the 
Guests, said that there was no finer material 
available for the internal lining of houses. 

A silver cigar and cigarette box was pre- 
sented to Mr. Rudebeck by the members as 
an acknowledgment of his services to the 
Federation. It was his last year of office. 
At the annual meeting which followed, 
Mr. L. Herring (Atlas Stone Co., Ltd.) was 
elected president. 


Supplies of Sanitary Flushpipes 

The Distributors of Builders’ Supplies 
Joint Council have for some time been 2 
touch with the Govetnment in regard to the 
shortage of sanitary flushpipes. It is now 
understood that increased supplies of 
aluminium pipes will shortly be available and 
that a fairly considerable importation of 
galvanised steel pipes of a foreign manufac 
ture has been arranged. It is fully anticipe 
ted that these arrangements, together with 
the output (though much reduced) of 
usual manufacturers, will be sufficient ' 
guard against any shortage. 





Januar) 


ition 
chens of 
ce rooms 
1, Gros- 
-Staurant 
al Hall, 
On View 
Suitable 
| rooms, 


td., 143, 
ting the 
showing 
cooking 
‘loses on 


state for 
7 Vello 
OW, On 
ich cost 
Britain 
orescent 
ibes for 
ere and 
mainly 
the new 
so that 


ing 
lat the 
acturers 
ng, said 
Federa- 
of His 
annual 
Accord- 
clinker 
S$ more 
at were 
if built 


nentary 
spond- 
eration 
ds and 
ssocia- 
ntry as 


ot, MR. 
gineer, 
of the 
jaterial 
uses, 

4S pre- 
ers as 
to the 
Office. 
lowed, 
|.) was 


January 25 1952 


THE BUILDER 





CONTROL. THAT 


CONTRACT 
CLOSELY! 


New Method of Progressing 


Each commission you undertake requires the handling 
of numerous letters, plans, blue-prints, etc. 





After dissecting the important facts, can you keep them 
available for immediate reference? Can you always be sure 
that the right papers are with the right job? Are the necessary 
licences being chased when overdue? Can you state the 
precise stage of any one job of the many you are handling? 

The busy Builder, especially if short staffed, usually finds 
administrative routine something of a problem. Yet these 
matters are all so important to your work. 

A system has now been devised to simplify the whole 
procedure. It requires no extra staff and utilises existing 
equipment. 

In your existing filing cabinets you install SHANNO- 
GRAPH ...or in your deep desk drawer... or as separate 
compact units. SHANNOGRAPH is a series of flat top 
files instead of the normal openings with tabs—flat right 
across its full width (quarto or foolscap). 

This full width can be used for giving a host of information 
regarding the contents of each file . . . all visible at a glance. 
Each file is virtually a compact box to house all the letters, 


documents, etc. Each is suspended on a metal frame, so that 
instead of bulging, floppy folders, you have one compact 
flat area. 

The flat top has a transparent sheath under which is a 
long slip of ‘‘graphed’”’ paper on which go your data. At the 
left, for instance, could be the job number, name of client, 
site involved, etc. On the right are a series of ready-printed 
numbers used for ‘‘coding’? each step in the series of 
activities (1 to 12 and | to 31). 

As an example these numbers could be coded thus :— 

. Tender received. 2. Site inspected. 3. Tender priced. 
ms Tender and Contract checked. 5. Tender returned to 
Architect. 6. Acceptance of Tender. 7. Surveyor and 
Clerk of Works inspect site with builder. 8. Builder informs 
Clerk of Works of commencement date. Quantity 
Surveyor’s measurements for interim payments. 10. Interim 
payments. 11. Costing (materials and labour), 12. Final 
analysis. 

And so on. .if you wish, narrower sub-files could be opened 
up for each contractor, where the project is sufficiently large 
to warrant this. 

A slotted-in record card (on the front of each file) provides 
room for detailed data, thus eliminating cross-reference. 

But let us send you full details of the scheme. . . Just 
write ‘‘Builders Special System’? on your notepaper and 
you will receive them by return. 








81 Shannon Corner 


aOR 


FIRST IN FILING 
The Shannon Ltd 


New Malden Surrey 
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A typical maintenance-free trolley 
as used in the Coburn System. 


The body is a well designed 
aluminium alloy casting, 
whilst the steel wheels are 

carried on axles which ©) / U oe 


rotate in “ Oilite’” bushes. 


Obtainable from all 
Builders’ Merchants. 
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BRITISH TROLLEY TRACK Co, // 


COBURN WORKS: COPPERFIELD STREET—‘‘ 
LONDON :5.E1 
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EMPLOYMENT EXCHANGE MANCHESTER i —_—e = 


Scheme supervised by-E. H. Montague Ebbs, A.R.I.B.A., 


_=z e & 
and A. M. Palmer, B.Sc., Ministry of Works. I —_— en i qd ion 


by FENTON, BYRN & Co Lrp . 
THE WALL FAN.... 


delivery from 115-2,250 cu. ft. of air per minute. 
Fixed or closable grilles, also Light-proof 
attachments for Dark Rooms. Sizes 6", 9”, 12", 
and 16”. Price from £6.19.6. 


See pages 150 to 153 


Plastering by 


SPACE HEATERS - WINDOW FANS - WINDOW VENTILATORS 
James Cadm an & Sons Ltd WALL FANS - PROPELLER FANS + MOTORISED ROOF COWLS 

DESK AND CEILING FANS - COMPLETE VENTILATING SCHEMES 
AND ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT 


23 WORSLEY ROAD, SWINTON 3 
Near MANCHESTER ~ = 




















BERRYLANDS ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY. ‘Phone: Elmbridge 6724/5. "Grams: Airlation, Surbites. 
FENTON. BYRN & CO. LTD.. Ventilating € -Fan IRFLOW WORKS, 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
The Qualities of an Architect 


HE architect was one of the most im- 
portant, if not the most important 
of all artists, for he met one of the basic 
human necessities by providing shelter for 
the business.of human life. He also had to 
have technical knowledge, and he should be 
able to see a little beyond his own nose. 
These views were expressed by Sir HECTOR 
HETHERINGTON, principal of Glasgow Uni- 
versity, when he presented diplomas and 
prizes of the Glasgow School of Architecture 
in the Royal Technical College. 

An architect should be a man with two 
consciences—one, an artist’s, and the other 
belonging to a scholar or scientist. As an 
artist, an architect had to give expression to 
his ideas in the most fitting, graceful and 
economic form he could, whereas a scientist’s 
ideas must be based on a full knowledge of 
all the facts. 

These two consciences were different and 
it was very important that those whose way 
of living was in one direction should have 
a day to day contact with those whose con- 
sciences were moving in a different direction. 

He urged his audience to think about the 
day that was coming; imagination did not 
detach itself from facts and circumstances 
but took them as its material and set them in 
a new form. 


Mr. A. Graham Henderson, president of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, was 
in the chair. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberoizen.—Plans for erection of 48 dwelling- 
houses at Springfield-rd. for Stewart Estates were 
approved by Town Planning Committee. 

Carmyl.—Lanarkshire C.C. are to have a scheme 
of 60 houses erected, for which the architect is 
Samuel MacColl (F.), County-chbrs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton. 

Coathbridge.—Plans to be prepared for new public 
school to be erected by Lanarkshire €.C. _ The 
architect is William Watt (F.), County-chbrs., Beck- 
ford-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Edinburgh.—Warrant granted Heriot Watt College 
for demolition of existing buildings at Chambers- 
St, and erection of extension at a cost of £300,000. 
Plans by Gordon & Dey, 36, Heriot-row. Warrant 
—_ S.E. Elect, Board for the erection of switch 

use and ancillary offices at Telford-rd. at a cost 
of £7,000. Warrant granted S.E. Elect. Board for 
erection of switch house and ancillary offices at 

Robertson-av. at a cost of £7,000. 

Fochabers.—The Saltire Society, the National 
Trust for Scotland, and the Ecclesiological Society 
are to support plans for restoration of Bellie Kirk. 

Glasgow.—Corporation has approved a plan for 
tebuilding technical colleges at a cost of £840,000. 
Stow College is to be rebuilt and a new building 
8 proposed for the St. Paul’s Church annexe in 
Cathedral-st. .A Central College of ‘Building is 

nned in the area at a cost of £350,000, and 
angside College is also to be extended. 

Glasgow.—Plans$ in hand for community centre 
to be constructed at Tynecastle-st. The architect 
is T. Bent, 21, Inchkeith-pl., Glasgow. 
,Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
tions for the Glasgow Tobacco Warehouse Co., Ltd., 

carried out at 27 to 59, James Watt-st., 

Anderston. The architects are William MacKay, 
2, Bath-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Greenock.—Plang to be prepared for 32 housee 
to be erected at Grieve-rd. by the Scottish Special 
poming Association, Ltd., for, which jthe architect 

orman J, m; , 15, Palmerston-pl., West- 
End, Edinburgh. - ‘ 
Corporation to erect 18 houses at 

Andgowan and Campbell-sts., for which the archi- 

is Robert M. Rankine, Master of Works Office, 

Municipal-bldgs., Wallace-sq., Greenock. 

Hamilton.—Plans to be prepared for 60 houses, 


ge for Lanarkshire C.C., for which the architect 


muel MacColl (F.), County-chbrs., Beckford- 
#., Hamilton. 
Kirkoudbright.—T.C. propose erection of 36 
houses at Dovecroft to cost £58,263. 
Lanark.—Plans are to be prepared for scheme of 
Rew houses at the Kildare housing site, for which 
the architect is John M. White, 38, High-st., 


Lanarkshire—Plans in hand for additions and 
alterations at the Masons Arms Hotel, Lesmaha- 
ae for which the architects are Whyte & Barrie 
-), 32, High-st., Lanark. 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


_ Fer some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained 


BUILDING 


: JANUARY 26. 
tHastings C.B.—Alteration and adaptation 12, 
13 and 14, Charles-rd., St. Leonards-on-Sea. B.E., 
37, Wellingtonsq. Dep. £3 3s. ‘Tenders’ by 


February 20. 
JANUARY 31. 

"Henley R.D.C.—26 houses and roads. T. L. 
Easby, Clerk. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 1. 

*tHerefordshire ©.G.—Sec. school, Whitecross, 
Hereford. W. Usher (A.), County Offices, Bath-st., 
Hereford. Dep. £5 5. 

*Thedwastre R.D.C.—Eight bungalows and four 
houses at three sites. Hunt & Coates, architects, 
8, Guildhall-st., Bury St. Edmunds. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 4. 

Norwich T.C.—20 houses at various sites. 
City Hall. Dep. £1. 

FEBRUARY 5. 

*tEssex C.C.—Extensions, York House training 
home, Dagenham. H. Conolly (F.), County A., 
Chelmsford. 

*tipswich C.B.—12 flats, Cemetery-rd. area. B.E., 
19, Tower-st. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by February 28. 

FEBRUARY 6. 

*tEastbourne C.B.—78 houses, 
site. B.S., 2, Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
March 7. 

Rowley-Regis B.C.—Supply and erection of steel- 
framed building with asbestos cement sheet 
cladding. B.E. & S., Municipal-bldgs., Old Hill, 
Staffs. 


City A., 


Langney Village 


Tenders by 


FEBRUARY 7. 

Burgess Hill U.D.C.—18 houses and six flats on 
the St. Andrew’s-rd._ site. F. E. R. Hogg, 
M.Inst.M.E., E. & S., Council Offices, 32, Church-rd. 
Dep. £2. : 

*Preston.—R.C. sch., Gamull-la. W. C. Mangan, 
Architect, 2, Ribblesdale-pl. 

FEBRUARY 8. 

‘Drayton R.D.C.—Four houses, roads and sewers, 
Calverhall; 10 houses, roads and Sewers, Hodnet; 
and 16 houses, roads and sewers, Stoke-upon-Tern 
Hind and Brown, Architects, District Bank-chbrs., 
2, Market-st., Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 9. 

*tCarmarthenshire C.C.—Technical and County 
College, Ammanford. W. T. Lloyd (A.), County A., 
Carmarthen. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by Mare 11._ 

*Saffron Walden R.D.C.—36 houses. A. W. 
Overall, Clerk. 











There’s none Better ! 


: < 

FOR INDUSTRIAL 
and 

DOMESTIC USE 


One Coat of Penetrex is more 
effective than two coats of any 
other method. 

Penetrex is Colourless and 
Transparent, it leaves no film 
or deposit. 

Penetrex is equally successful 
on Brick, Stone, Concrete and 
Stucco surfaces. 

Supplied in all sizes from Quart 
Tins to 5-gallon Drums from 
your Builders’ Merchant or 
write for the name of your 
nearest stockist to the Sole 
Manufacturers— 


F. A. WINTERBURN, LTD. 
HOLBORN ST., LEEDS, 6. Tel. : 25692 
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FEBRUARY 11. 

Aldershot T.C.—Three dwellings at Pool-rd. 
& S., Municipa!-bidgs., Grosvenor-rd. 
*Bournemouth C.B.—Conversion 

1 and 3, Watkin-rd., Boscombe. 


B.E. 
Dep. £1 ls. 
and additions, 
Boro’ A. Dep. 


£2 2s. 

Derwent R.D.C.—50 houses at Barlby. E. Vyvyan 
ya architect, 9, Minster-yard, York. Dep. 
se F 

*Hants C.C.—Conversion of Crossways, Alexandra- 
rd., Farnborough, into branch library. Maxwell 
Aylwin and R. Kemp, Architects, Market-chbrs., 

on two sites. 


High-st., Alton. Dep. £1 1s. 
*tHornsey B.C,—22 flats G. A. 
Tenders by March 10. 
*Kettering B.C.—42 houses at Grange estate. J. P. 


Pentecost, B.E. & S. 
Haugh, B.E. and S., 3, Gold-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
_Kingsclere and Whitchurch R.D.C.—Six houses at 
site No, 8, Baughurst; and three bungalows and 
eight houses at site No. 4, WHeatheralls. F. 
Henshaw, architect, 26a, High-st., Andover, Hants. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

“Reading C.B.—Extension medical inspection unit, 
The Avenue school, Northumberland-av. Boro’ A. 

‘South Shields C.B.—15 flats, Lawe-rd. B.E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Walsall T.C.—Two locks of five-storey flats at 
— Rushall-st. B.E. & S., Council House. Dep. 

ao. 2 

*Widnes B.C.—+4 houses, Crow Wood housing 
estate. H. Neville Player (A.), Boro’ A., Brendan- 
hse., Widnes-rd. Dep. £5 5s. 

FEBRUARY 12. 

*Brighton C.B.—Police house, Dene Vale, With- 
dean. B.E. and S., 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Brighton C.B.—Police houses, Valley-dr. B.E. 
& S., 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Deal B.C.—36 flats, Orchard-ave. B.E. & S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Ellesmere.—34 houses on four sites. E. G. D. 
Healey, Trimpley Hall. 

*Flints ©.C.— Secondary school, Saltney. w. 
Griffiths (L.), County A., Llwynegrin, Mold. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

‘Southend-on-Sea C.B.—39 houses on housing site 
No. 24. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 

‘Thurrock U.D.C.—32 houses, Manor Close, 
Grange-rd., Aveley. C. S. H. Hawkes, E. & &., 
‘* Hillcrest,” Palmers-ave., Grays. Dep. £2 2. 

FEBRUARY 13. 

*tAnglesey C.C.—Fire station, Amlwch. County 
\., Llangefni. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 5. 

Coine Valley U.D.C.—(a) 12 houses, and (b) 10 
houses at Botham Hall estate. N. Heppenstall, 
architect, 135, Armitage-rd., Milnsbridge. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*+Wandsworth B.C.—68 flats and day nursery and 
115 dwellings, Clapham-cres. site. R. H. Jerman, 
T.C. 

FEBRUARY 14, 

*Hants C.C.—Conversion Rollestone golf club 
house into prim. sch. County A., Winchester. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*Wanstead and Woodford B.C.—Timber bowls 
pavilion, E:mhurst-g¢dns. B.E. & S. Dep. £2. 

FEBRUARY 15. 

*Barnes Boro’.—Rebuilding garden boundary wall 
at Limes-ave. W. R. Shepherd, B.E.&S. 

*Barnes B.C. — Five houses, Laurel-rd., S.W.13. 
W. R. Shepherd, B.E. & S. 

“Barnstaple B.C.—Four blocks of 2-storey flats; 1 
block of 3-storey flats and 3 pairs of houses, Forches 
estate. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Shefheld T.C.—Sec. mod. sch. for boys, Hurlfield. 
W. Geo. Davies (F.), City A. Dep. £5. 

FEBRUARY 16. ; 

Looe U.D.C.—Four houses at Sun Rising housing 
estate. G, N. Ivory & Partners, 24, Athenzeum-st., 
Plymouth. Dep. £2 2s. 2 

*Malmesbury R.D.C.—Four bungalows, Sherston, 
and 2 bungalows, Lea. Edwards and Webster, 
architects, 32, Market-pl., Chippenham. Dep. 
£2 2s. (each). ; : 

*Rickmansworth U.D.C.—30 garages, Baldwins- 
la., Parrotts Farm and Shepherds Farm housing 
estates. E. & S. Dep. £2 2 


FEBRUARY 18, 

Bolton T.C.—42 houses at Johnson Fold estate. 
Housing Director, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

Brixham U.D.C.—3 houses at Penn Valley housing 
estate. W. G. Couldrey & Son, architects, 14, 
Palace-ave., Paignton. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Cheimsford B.C.—56 houses, Chignall 
B.E., 8. & Architect. Dep. £2 2s. 

D R.D.C.—10 houses at Wayletts Hill, 
Takeley. Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

Gosport B.C.—Construction of proposed Civil 
Defence H.Q. at Westfield-rd. B.E., Town Hall. 
Dep, £1 1s. ; se 

“Hornchurch U.D.C.—56 dwellings. E. & S. 
£2 Qs. 

Northampton T.C.—72 houses at Cherry Orchard 
Farm, Weston Favell. B.A., Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Waltasey C.B.—Kitchen and dining rooms, More- 
ton R.C. sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Slough B.C.—23 blocks of flats at Priory estate, 
Burnham. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 20. 
B.C.—Reconstruction of 
B.E., S. 


estate. 


Dep. 


furnace 


- dsworth 
wy & Arch. 


No. 2 Putney Vale Crematorium. 
FEBRUARY 21. 


*Leeds T.C.—Renewal of built-up felt roofing, 
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pointing to brickwork, waterproofing of stonework 
at Sandford S. M. School. - R. Hudson (L.), 
Director of Works, Sweet-st. 

FEBRUARY 22. 

Bude-Stratton U.D.C.—24 houses and bungalows 
at Berries-ave. estate. Surveyor’s Office, The 
Castle, Bude. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Croydon. C.B.—Classroom block, St. Mark’s 
School, Albert-rd., South Norwood. Chief Educa- 
tion Officer, Katherine-st. Dep. £1. 

*Esher U.D.C.—34 dwellings (two contracts), 
Slough Farm estate. E. & S. Dep. £1 1s. (each). 

“Esher U.D.C.—64 dwellings (three contracts), 
Winston-dr. estate, Stoke D’Abernon. E. & §&. 
Dep. £1 1s. each contract, 

FEBRUARY 25. 

Hastings T.C.—Six houses at Priory-rd. B.E., 37, 
Wellington-sq. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wortley R.D.C.—20 flats at St. Margaret’s-rd., 
Ecclesfield. Husband & Co., 388, Glossop-;rd., 
Sheffield, 10. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 29. 

“tHants C.C.—School of Arts and Crafts,. Win- 
chester. County A., Winchester. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by March 28. 

“Wokingham B.C.—20 low-cost design houses, 
Finchampstead-rd. estate. E. G. V. Hives (L.), 
3, Cork-st., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 3. 

*Harpenden U.D.C.—22 houses at Batford (North) 
estate. F. A. Harris, Clerk. Dep. £1 1s. 

Tyne Improvement Commission.—Construction 
work in connection with new cold shipping staiths 
at Whitehill Point, South Shields. a.- 
McKendrick, Bewick-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

MARCH 5. 

_*Alton R.D.C.—Four bungalows and 14 houses, 
Kingsley housing site. E. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Southampton C.B.—Four shops with living 
accommodation, Millbrook estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2. 

MARCH 8. 

*Isle of Wight Water Board.—Construction Cal- 
bourne pumping station. Lemon & Blizard, con- 
sulting engineers, Lansdowne-hse., Castle-la., 
Southampton. Dep. £3 x. 

NO DATE. 

*Guildford B.C.—116 ouses, Bushey Hill, Merrow. 
B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Settle R.D.C.—Six houses at Horton-in-Ribbles- 
dale. E. & S., Town Hall. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
FEBRUARY 4, 
Widnes B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 6. 

Clayton-le-Moors U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 
_*tNorthumberland C.C.—Installation of electric 
lighting, Hexham Grammar School, Hexham. 
County A., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 7. 

Chertsey U.D.C.—C. (Materials.) 

Staffordshire C.C.—County 8. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 8. 

*tAnglesey €.C.—Electrical installation, new 
county sec. sch., Llangefni. County A., Llangefni. 
Dep. £3 3. 

*tBurnley C.B.—Heating installations, Ivy Bank 
High Schoo] for Girls. B.E. & S.,,22-24, Nicholas- 
st. Dep. £2 2s. 

Runcorn U.D.C.—C. (Materials.) 

FEBRUARY 9. 
— C.B.—Builders’ materials. B. & Water 
ing. 


FEBRUARY 13. 
Ashton-under-Lyne B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 
Demat and Sidcup U.D.C.—E. & S. (Mate- 

rials.) 
Coine Valley U.D.C.—C.S. (Materials.) 
Huddersfield C.B.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
Whitworth U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 16. 
Canterbury T.C.—City E. & S. (Materials.) 
Haslingden B.C.—B.S. (Materials.) 
Horbury U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 18. 
Barking B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 19. 
Poole B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 25. 
Tees eam | Water Board.—C., Corporation-rd., 
Middlesbrough. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 28. _ 
Edmonton B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 


MARCH 1. 
irlam_ U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
Whittlesey U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 5. 

West Hartlepool C.B.—Construction of roads and 
sewers for Rift House housing scheme. B.E. & S., 
Municipal-bidgs. Dep. £5. 

FEBRUARY 7. 

Cheshire C.C.—Construction of surface water 
drainage at Davenham. C.S., Backford Hall, 
Ohester. Dep. £2 2s. 

tEastry U.D.C.—Sewerage works. D. Balfour & 
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Sons, consuitant engineers, 131, Victoria-st., West- 
minster, S.W.1. Dep, £10. 
FEBRUARY 9. 

Chesterton R.D.C.—Sewers, street works and 
excavation for water main trench. County S., Shire 
Hall, Castle Hill, Cambridge. Dep. £2 

FEBRUARY 11. 

Strood R.D.C.—Construction of roads and sewers 
at Chapel-la. E. & S., Council Offices, Frindsbury 
Hill. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Woking U.D.C.—Making-up Queen’s-av., Byfleet. 
H. P. Tame, E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 12. 

Worthing B.C.—Site preparation at Maybridge 
estate extension. B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 23. 
FEBRUARY 14. 

Bournemouth C.B.—Making-up of Bevrans-ave., 
Roosevelt-cres. and Truman-rd. B.E., Town Hail. 
Dep, £1 ls. 

Mid and South-East Cheshire Water Board.—Lay- 
ing and jointing 15-in. and 12-in. dia. spun-iron 
water pipes. Engineer & Manager, Mid and South- 
East Cheshire Water Board, Weaverham Grange, 
Hartford, nr, Northwich, Cheshire. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 15. 

Barnes B.C.—Surface dressing of various roads. 

B.E. & S., Municipal Offices, Sheen-la., S.W.14. 
FEBRUARY 16, 

Norton U.D.C.—Mains improvement scheme. 
Fairbank & Son, M.Inst.C.E., Barclays Bank-chbis., 
St. Helens-sq., York. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 19. 

Bucklow R.D.C.—Work in connection with the 
Partington sewerage and sewage disposal scheme. 
H. V. Shaw, M.I.Mun.F£., E. & S., 26, Station-bldgs., 
Altrincham. Dep. £6 6s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bromley-by-Bow.—ReEBUILDING oF CnuURCH.—A. P. 
Robinson, F.R.1.B.A., of Caroe and Partners, 
FF.R.I.B.A., 16, Gt. College-st., S.W.1. has been 
appointed architect for the rebuilding of a new All 
Hallows Church. 

Chelsea.—Conversion Scueme.—B.C. Housing 
Com. have appointed Eric G. Lynde and Partners, 
41, Russell-sq., W-.C.1, quantity surveyors for the 
second stage of the Elm Park-gdns.. conversion 
scheme. 

Hammersmith.—F Lats anp SHops.—Plans by Archi- 
tect’s Section, Boro’ Engineer and Surveyor’s De- 
partment, for erection of block “‘“A” at Blythe-rd. 
site, comprising 18 flats and eight shops, have re- 
ceived L.C.C. approval. 

Hammersmith. — DeveLopment. — Dugdale and 
Whitaker, AA.R.7.B.A., 5, Bedford-row, W.C.1, have 
been allocated development of site at 57-59, Percy- 
rd. by B.C. Housing and Town Planning Com. 

Hammersmith.—FLits.—L.C.C. approval has been 
granted for proposed four-storey block of eight 
flats at 167-9, Hammersmith-gr., W.6, for B.C. Plans 
by H. T. Cadbury-Brown, A.R.I.B.A., 17, Clarges- 
st., W.1. 

Hammersmith.— ExtTenston.—Plans by Chesterton 
& Sons, Kensington, for erection of single-stdrey 
brick lavatory block adjoining dining-room block 
at Latymer Upper School, Upper Mall, W.6, have 
received L.C.C. approval. 

Hammersmith.—Conversion.—The conversion of 
492, Uxbridge-rd., W.12, for use as haif-way house 
has been allocated to Hugh Neville Conder, 
A4.R.I.B.A., 807, Howard-hse., Dolphin-sq., S.W.1, 
by B.C. Housing and Town Planning Com. 

Hammersmith.—Extension Scueme.—B.C. Housing 
and Town Planning Com. have allocated the West 
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wick-gdns. extension scheme to Maxwell (©. Gm 

B.E., B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., 59, Belsize-ave., NW; 

Hammersmith.—RirLe Rance.—Plans by Hany 
Watney & Co., 4a, Frederick’s-pl., Old Jewry, Bos 
for proposed single-storey building at St. Payy 
School for use as rifle range, have received L.t¢ 
approval. , 

Highgate.—Covrt Hovuse.—C. J. Stillmy 
F.R.1.B.A., Middlesex County Architect, 10, g 
George-st., S.W.1, has se ng plans for ereotig, 
of new court house at Bishops-rd. New accommp 
dation for the caretaker wil] be incorporated in thy 
main building. Estimated cost is £72,000. 

Hornchurch.—Extenston.—Roneo, Ltd., have » 
ceived town planning approval for proposed exte, 
sion to maintenance shops at Roneo Works, Hon. 
chureh-rd. 

Hornchurch.—Hovuses.—Richard Costain, Ltd, 
have received town planning approval for propose 
two houses at Woburn-ave., Elm Park. 

tslington.—Housinc Scueme.—O. FE.  Parratt 
F.R.LCS., has been appointed quantity surveyy 
by B.C. Housing Com. for the Courtney-rd. housing 
scheme. 

tslington.—ReDEVELOPMENT.—B.C. Housing (Cop 
recommend appointment of E. C. P. Monson 
F/A.R.I.B.A., 120, Moorgate, E.C.2, architects fy 
redevelopment of land at Courtney-rd. housing 
scheme. 

Rainham,—Hovusres.—_H. West & Sons (Builder 
Lid., have received town planning approval) for pr 
posed four dwellings at Rothbury-ave. 

Rainham.—Hovses.—Plans for proposed 26 dwell 
ing-houses at 15-65, Brookway, for Harry West é 
Sons (Builders), Ltd., have received town planning 
approval. : 

Rainham.—Hovsrs.—L. W. Tidder, Ltd., have p. 
ceived town planning approval for 17 dwelling. 
houses at 1-17, Rothbury-ave. 

Upminster.—Hovuses anD BuNnGatow.—Town plan 
ning approval has been given to E. W. Smith (Rom. 
ford), Ltd., for proposed two houses and bungaloy 
at The Grove. 

Upminster.—Hovses.—Plans by John H. Mason, 
160, Carlton-rd., Romford, Essex, for proposed eree. 
tion of two houses at Argull-gdns., for A. ¢. 
Salinger, Ltd., have received town planning 
approval. : ; 

Walthamstow.—F1ats.—Plans by S. W. Lewis fu 
proposed two flats and garage at 1, College-n 
have received town planning approval. 

White City.—Pus.ic-House.—Plans have been piv. 
pared by Stewart and Hendry, FF/A.R.1.B.A, % 
Fencaurch-st., E.C.3, for proposed public-house with 
flat over at White City housing estate, South Africa. 
rd., W.12, for Mann, Crossman and Paulin, Ltd. 

White City.—Suors snp Frats.—B.C. town _plap- 
ning approval has been granted for plans by Lyons 
and Israel, 26, Seymour-st., W.1, for proposed erec- 
tion of block of shops with flats over at 370376, 
Uxbridge-id., W.12 


(PROVINCIAL) 
Anglesey.—C.C. to approve plans for fire station 
at Amlwch. : ; ; ; 
Birkenhead.—B.C. to negotiate with Wm. Thom- 
ton & Sons, Ltd., 38, Wellington-rd., Liverpool, for 
99 houses at Woodchurch estate.—E.C. preparing 
revised specifications for proposed Christ Chureh 
C.E. and Prenton prim. sch. : 
Blackburn.—E.C. seek loan £13,086 for erection 
of Longshaw eager sch., and £13,687 for &t. 
ames-rd. nursery sch. : ' ‘ 
‘ee ee propose adaptations to Basil Grange 
as hostel for seed, a est. - of £13,588, and to 
build 72 houses at Rimrose-rd. f 
Garlide TC. to negotiate with John Laing & 
Son, Ltd., for 150 houses at Harraby. 
Coventry.—R.C. authorities propose new sch. at 
Tile Hill North estate, at est. cost of £60,000. 
Crewe.—T.C. propose to erect 58 Unity-type and 
82 brick houses at Wistaston Green estate. 
Cumberland.—C.C. propose erection of ruraltype 
police station ot Hallbankgate. Plans by Oty. 4. 
J. H. Haughan, 15, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 
Dewsbury.—B.C. propose to erect branch library 
at Heckmondwike-rd., Dewsbury Moor. 
Doncaster.—B.C. to approve alterations and rt 
pairs to Open-Air Special sch. and conversion of 
Weston-rd. Isolation Hospital into community 


centre. 

Doncaster.—B.C. seek approval for 10 bungalows 
at Tickhill-rd. Sat Gansieed- oo. and — of 2 
flats opposite Royal Infirmary, orne-rd. : 

Dudley. B.C, seek approval for layout of 20 flats 
at. Paradises and 40 at Belper Row. 

Dudiey.—E.C. preparing plans for new sec. tech. 


-sch. in 1952/3 programme. 


Epsom and Ewell.—B.C. to build 44 flats at Avon 
cl., Cuddington, to cost £65,400. . 
Eston.—U.D.C. propose erection of 134 houses # 
Redear-rd. East estate, South Bank. Plans 0 
N. C. Harrison, surveyor, Normanby-rd., 
Bank. te 
Gotborne.—U.D.C. approved plans for hostel {0 
aged at Derby-rd., for Lancs C.C. a 
Gosforth.—Territorial Army to erect 20 houses 
North Gosforth, for Regular Army Officers. 4 
Heanor.—U.D.C. to build 52 houses at Marlpoo 
Farm estate and 18 at Hardy-cres. estate, © 
Hebden Royd.—U.D.C. propose 12 two-bedroom 
terrace-type houses at Dodnaze_ estate. ts! 
Jarrow.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Regional Hospi 
Board, Dunira, Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyn, 
erect single storey villa for low-grade patients 
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four staff houses at Prudhoe and Monkton Hospital, 
Jarrow. . Board’s chief A. is P. Knighton, 
MB.E., A.R.1.B.A. 

Lanchester.—R.D.C. to build 16 houses at Ham- 
steels. Plans by S., Council Offices, Lanchester, Co. 
Durham. a 

Leigh.—British Insulated Callenders Cables, Ltd., 
have recently commenced large extensions to works 
at Anchor-la. Plans by building dept., Prescot, 
Lancs. : : : 

Lexden and Winstree.—R.D.C. housing allocation 
increased by 10 in order to house civilians working 

W.D. 
Thasiow. —R.D.C. approved erection of 16 houses 
at Stanbrook-rd., Burford, at est. cost of £15,750. 

Manchester.—F.C. propose improvements and ex- 
tensions to existing sch. at Smedley-rd., Collyhurst. 
—T.C. to erect 26 police houses; and propose erec- 
tion of home for aged at Nuthurst-rd. and Broad- 
way, New Moston; and permanent library on site 
of Hulme Town Hail, after demolition. 

Middlesbrough.—Proposed erection of Methodist 
Sunday-sch. at Thorntree estate. Architect is G. P. 
Stainsby, 57, High st., Stockton-on-Tees. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans have been approved 
for psychiatric unit at General Hospital, Westgate- 
id., for Newcastle Regional! Hospital Board. 
Architects are Scherrer & Hicks, 19, Cavendish-sq., 
London, W.1. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—T.C. has approved in prin- 
ciple £7,000,000 scheme for multi-storey flats at 
Longbenton. City A. is George Kenyon, 18, Cloth- 
market, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—R. H.. Duns, Lambton-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, has been appointed quantity 
surveyor by Regional Hospital Board for proposed 
alterations to pavilions for geriatics at Walkergate 
Infectious Diseases Hospital. Architects are L. J. 
Couves & Partners, Carliol-hse., New¢astle-on-Tyne. 

Newton Aycliffe.—Aycliffe Development Corpora- 
tion to spend £1,000,000 on erection of 643 houses 
and the construction of roads and sewers for 840 
houses, the first section of main road through the 
town and the second section of the tunnel road 
connecting the town centre with the trading estate. 
Corporation’s Chief A. is G. A. Goldstraw. 

Northampton.—British Timber, Ltd., propose erec- 
tion of new factory. 

North Riding.—C.C. to build police houses and 
offices at Kirbymoorside, Sheriff Hutton, Great 
Barugh, Brompton and Tunstall to plans by Cty. 
A., County Hall, Northallerton. 

North Riding.—C.C. propose converting former 
Princess Royal Hotel, Whitby, into county home. 
Plans by H. J. Knowles, County A., County Hall, 
Northallerton. 

Nottingham.—T.C. to erect 300 houses at Bram- 
cote-la. estate. 

Nuneaton.—T.C. approved amended layout of 32 
houses at Tunnel Cottages site—T.C. approved 
plans for workshop and offices at Seymour-rd., for 
M. C. B. Slingsby, 123, Lutterworth-rd.; and_exten- 
sions to factory at Seymour-rd., for Glazier, 
Leaper & Co. 

Salford.—T.C. approved erection of Church at 
Langworthy-rd., for Spiritualists’ National Union. 
—Genera| Electric Co., Ltd., propose warehouse at 
37/39, The Crescent; and J. Shaw & Sons (Salford), 
Ltd., propose extensions to works at Wellington-st. 

Scarborough.—T.C. propose extensions and im- 
provements to Town Hail, at est. cost of £4,050. 

Sedgley —U.D.C. approved revised plans for 18 
houses at Summer-la. site. Architect is Alan Young, 
3, Newhal!-st., Birmingham. 

$outh Shields.—Boro’ E., John Reid, has prepared 
plans for five-storey block of flats at Lawe-rd., for 


Wheel Co., 
approved 
flats at 


>. 

Stafford.—The Universal Grinding 
Ltd., propose new  extensions.—T.C. 
scheme for five three-storey blocks of 
Rising Brook estate. 

Stockport.—B.C. approved in principle public mor- 
tuary at Heaviley, at est. cost of £35,000 —B.C. 
approved plans for new bay to existing works at 
Levenshu!me Biscuit Works, Wellington-rd. North, 
for McVitie & Price, Ltd.; and estensions to marble 
tile factory at Brighton-rd. and Craig-rd., for A. 
Quiglotti & Co., Ltd. 

Sunderland.—Newcastle Regional Hospital Board 
propose first stage of scheme for an X-ray depi. at 
Sunder!and Genera! Hospital. Board’s Chief A. ts 
P. H. Knighton, M.B.E., A.R.I.B.A. 

Towcester —R-D.C. to acquire site at Deans- 
hanger for 106 houses. 

Wakefield.—T.C. propose crematorium at Thornes 
Moor-rd. site. 

Wallsend.—T.C. to allocate site for church at Low 
Willington Farm estate, for R.C. authorities. Plans 
have been approved for youth hall at Millfield- 
ave., for Baptist Church. 

Washington.—I7.D.C. to build 80 houses at Oxford- 
ave. Council’s A. is E. M. Lawson, Barras-bldgs., 
Barras Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

West Hartlepool.—_E. M. Lawson, Barras-bldgs., 
Barras Bridge, Newcast!e-on-Tyne, is architect for 
proposed bottling factory at Stranton for J. W. 
re & Co., Ltd., Lion Brewery, West Hartle- 


pool. 
West Lancs.—R.D.C. to erect 16 houses-at Hodnet 


* and Catverhall. 


Weston-super-Mare.—B.C. propose development of 
another site (No 10) at Bonrnville estate, providing 
for erection of 56 traditional houses. 

Whitehaven.—Cumberland C.C. 
science laboratory at Grammar sch. 

Wigan —M.O.H. approved physiotherapy and re- 


propose new 


THE BUILDER 


habilitation centre at Wigan Infirmary, for Man- 
chester Regional Hospital Board, at est. cost of 
£31,349. 

Withnell.—U.D.C. to erect further 12 houses at 
Oak Tree site. Architect is G. H. Broadbent, 
Preston. 


TENDERS 


* fenates accepted. 

t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Henotes accepted subject to modification. 

4 Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
ments. 

Belper.—20 houses at Kirk Langley, for R.D.C. 
Willis Clarke & Son, Ltd., Kirk Langley, £27,059: 
*Harris Bros. (Marehay), Ltd., £26,642. 

Blantyre.—50 houses on the Wheatland housing 
site for Lanarkshire C.C. Samuel MacColl (F.), 
architect, County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 
Excavation; brick, building and allied works, 
*Andrew Wright & Sons (Builders), Ltd., Blantyre, 
£23,759. Joinery, carpentry and allied works, 
*MacQueen and MacBean, Ltd., Bellshill, £17,903. 
Roofing and roughcasting and allied works, *Charles 
Wilson (Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow, £4,188. Plumber, 
sanitary engineering and allied works, *T. M. Simp- 
son, Blantyre, £8,776. (Other contracts let.) 

Bootle.—Hostel for aged at rear of Connolly 
House, for B.C.: *Direct Labour, £30,197. 

Bootle.—T.C. seek M.H. & L.G. sanction to loan 
£180,000 for erection of 144 dwellings at Ford 
Station and Sterrix-la. site. Est. cost of 46 dwell- 
ings at 28-acre site (Ford Station) is £49,000, and 
contracts are: *Fairclough & Foster, Ltd., £12,598 
(ic dwellings); *W. W. Kenny, £17,130 (12); and 
*H. Bevan, Ltd., £20,172 (24). Est. cost of 98 
dwellings at Sterrix-la. is £133,979, and contracts 
are: *Public Works Section, £62,229 (48 dwellings) ; 
*City Contractors, Ltd. (18); and *S. Byron, 
£54,850 (32). 

Buteshire.—Saieme of house to be erected at the 
Ki'lmery housing site for C.C. Robert Rennie (F.), 
architect, 33, Vernon-st., Saltcoats. Excavation, 
brick, building and allied works, *R. and D. W. 
Middleton, Lawlash, Arron, £5,076. (Other contracts 
let.) 

Caernarvon.—46 houses for T.C.: 

Williams (Abersoch), Ltd., Llys Meirion estate, 
Caernarvon, £68,123. 

Carlisle.—Houses for T.C. at Harraby: *J. F. 
Johnston, Shakespeare-st., Byron-st., £27,000 (22); 
*J. A. Graham, £14,737 (12). 

Ceiriog.—40 houses, six shops and flats at Rhosy- 
waen site No. 2, for R.D.C.; *W. F. Humphreys, 
Ltd., Wrexham, £80,975. ; 

Doncaster.—Alterations and adaptations to Ros- 
sington Hall Special sch.. for B.C.: *Fred Pearson 
& Co., 32, Cemetery-rd., £46,341. 

Eccles.—Five shops and flats at Exeter-av. and 
Ellesmere Park site. for B.C.: *C. Musker Bros., 
Ltd., Bingham-st., Swinton, £14,509. 

Fleetwood.—82 houses at West View estate, for 
T.C.: *Brown & Jackson, Ltd., Elm-st., Fleetwood, 
£106 886. 

Fulham.—Construction of four 2storey houses at 
Basuto-rd. for B.C. - 
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4. H. Franklin & Sons, Ltd. 

V. V. Slater and Coker,- Lid. 

W. W. Rowney & Co. Lid. 

Director of Housing and Public Buildings 
E. J. Lacy & Co., Lid. .... an a 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd. ... - 
George S. Garner & Son (Builders), Lid.... 
Swan Brothers (Fulham), Ltd. .. 9,228 

Gateshead.—Ereciion of temporary classroom 
accommodation at North Dene, for technical col- 
lege, for E.C. H. J. Cook, Corporation’s Chief 
Architect: *J. Sutton & Son, Ltd., Tinn-st., Gates 
head, £4,285. 
Hammersmith.—Six flats at 
W.6, for B.C.: *Direct Labour, £10,295: 

Heywood.—New bleaching plant 
Ormrod, Ltd., Birtle Bleach Works: 
Mumby, Ltd., Stockport-rd., 
cost of £80,000. 

Horncastle.—Four bungalows 
*Staines Bros., £4,069. 

Horncastle.—12 houses for U.D.C. 
William Saunders & Partners, 14, Mercer-row, 
Louth: *Staines Bros., Louth, £16,047. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—140 houses for U.D.C.: 
*Direct Labour. ‘ 

Islington.—38 flats and maisonettes at Cornelia:st. 
and St. Clement-st., for B.C.:— 

Fy & Sons, Ltd., Southampton-row, 

IC. 
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Richard Costain, Lid., Dolphin-sq.. ‘S.W.1... 
aT & Lumsden, Ltd., 41, Eagle-st., 


2 
me 


Pitchers, Ltd.. Hornsey-rd., N.7 us 
Dove Bros., Ltd., Cloudesley-pl., N.1 a 
Rice & Son, Ltd., 15, Stockwell-rd., S.W.9 ... 
E. A. Roome & Co., Ltd., 7, Urswick-rd., E.9 

Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Zslington 

Park-st., N.1 a ns ie aa poe 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham, N.17... 
*Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield 

Lanchester.—64 houses at Hamsteels, for R.D.C. 
Plans by Surveyor, Council Offices: *Direct Labour. 

Leeds.—Erection of police station and inspector’s 
resident quarters at Middleton Park-rd., Belle Isle, 
for T.C.: *J. W. Shippen & Sons, Ltd., York-rd., 
Leeds 9. 

GLondon (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 
Admiralty :— 

Culdrose: Six ratings’ houses, Selleck Nicholls & 
Co., Ltd., Hill-hse., East Hill, St. Austell, Cornwall. 

London (Air Ministry) —Contracts placed by 
Directorate of Contracts to the value of £500 or over 
for week ended January 19 :—General maintenance 
work: Loakes and Pettit, Ltd., Kettering, North- 
ants; A. G. Rennie and Sons, Brechin, Scotland. 
Building work: Jelson, Ltd., Leicester. Building 
work and hutting : James Miller and Partners, Ltd., 
Edinburgh. Building work and civil engineering : 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon. 

GLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended January 12:— 

Berkshire : 1.M.T “* Dauntless,” Clayhill, 
Burghfield, Interior decorations, Ernie Bayliss, Ltd., 
88-90, St. Stephens-hse., Westminster. Glamorgan- 
shire: Prudential-bldgs., Kingsway, Cardiff, Occupa- 
tional services, A. N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., 
Plymouth, Devon. Huntingdonshire : Sorting office, 
St. John’s-st., Huntingdon, Alterations and repairs, 
Singfield Constructions, Ltd., Market Hill, St. Ives. 

Lancashire : M.O.F., Dobbins-bidgs., 76-78, 
Oldham-st., Manchester, Adaptations, W. Fearnley & 
Sons (Salford), Ltd., cles New-rd., Salford. 
Stirlingshire : Remploy Factory, Stirling, Extension, 
Wilson & Garden, Ltd., 17-22, Newtown-st., Kilsyth. 
Staffordshire : Cold Norton Farm, Stone, Erection of 
new cow houses, M. A. Boswell (Contractors), Ltd., 
School-st., Wolverhampton. Yorkshire: M/S Depot, 
Avro. Factory, _Harrogate-rd., Yeadon, Interior 
painting, decorating and cleaning, Arnold Sharrocks, 
Ltd., 229, Spotland-rd., Rochdale. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
W.D. during week ended January 12 :— 

Lincolnshire: Roadwork, W. & J. Glossop, Lid., 
York. Nottinghamshire: Miscellaneous, Charles 
Tack (Builders), Ltd., Mansfield. Yorkshire : Roofing 
work, Joseph Hardgrave, Ltd., York. Norfolk : 
Electrical work, Eastern Electricity Board, Cromer. 
Cheshire: Building work, Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, Ltd., Liverpool 19. Warwickshire : Railway 
track, Geo. Linnecor & Son, Ltd., Birmingham 6. 

Hampshire: Painting, F. B. Thackray & Co., 
Ltd., Huntingdon. Ayrshire: Civil engineering, Sir 
Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., Glasgow. Stirling- 
shire : Concrete work, Wm. Lind & Co., Ltd., Elders- 
ley. Glqueastershire : Structural stee!work, Braith- 
waite & Co., Engineers, Ltd., Bookham, Surrey. 
Wiltshire : Structural steelwork, Braithwaite & Co., 
Engineers, Ltd., Bookham, Surrey. 

Manchester.—Works for T.C.:—Adaptation of 
Chester-rd. reading room for sch. meals service: 
*W. Fearnley & Sons (Salford), Ltd.; alterations to 
canteen at Crossley-st., Gorton; *Arthur Fenton, 
Manchester: additional! sanitary and _ toilet facili- 
ties at Embden-st. C.P. sche: *R. Street_& Co. 
(Salford), Ltd.; construction of Moston C.S. sch’: 
*A. Monk & Co., Ltd., Warrington; and additional! 
classrooms and cloakrooms at New Moston cty. jun. 
sch.: *Moston Brick & Building Co., Ltd., Man- 
chester. 

Middlesbrough.—22 houses at Berwick Hills site, 
for T.C.: *C. W. Athey, Middlesbrough (12); 
*R. W. Dixon, Middlesbrough (10). ce 

North Shields.—Factory alterations for British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. Architect is G. H 


SB BEES 
BE Genk 


: 





ieee. 


*R. W. Bell & 
Newcastle-on- 


Camden-st., North Shields : 
Ltd., Mistletoe-rd., 


Gray, Ce 
Co. (Builders), 
Tyne. 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


CONTINUES TO EXPAND 

AND IS THE LARGEST 

NATIONAL ORGANISATION 
“IN THE INDUSTRY 








MEMBERSHIP 


10,750 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write : 


SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: *‘ EFEMBE, Holb, London’’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


Nuneaton.—Extensions to Caldwell-st., for E.C.: 
*G. E. & W. Wincott, Ltd., 64, Coton-rd., Nuneaton, 
£46,229. 

Oldham.—11 shops, 12 maisonettes and 18 garages 
at Limeside estate, for B.C.: *Moston Brick & 
Building Co., Ltd., Manchester. 

+Oxford.—98 dwellings at Freelands Hotel site, 
Iffley-rd. for T.C. E. G. Chandler (A. ), City A. and 
Planning Officer, Town Hall, quantities by Henry 
Cooper and Son, 51a, Cornmarket-st., Oxford. Harry 
Neal, Ltd., London, £219,575; Wm. Moss and Sons, 
Ltd., Loughborough, £218,399; A. C. Carter (Oxford), 
Ltd.. Headington, Oxford, £217,637; W. J. Simms 
Sons and Cooke, Ltd., W.1, £217,912; Y. J. Lovell 
and Son, Ltd., High Wycombe, £214,835; *Hinkins 
and Frewin, Ltd., Cranham-st., Oxford, £211,951. ; 

Peterlee.—206 houses at Eden-la., for Develop- 
ment Corporation. W. J. Scott, Corporation’s Chief 
A., Shotton Hall, Castle Eden: *G. M. Pearson & 
Son, Ltd., 19, Front-st., 


Hetton, Co. Durham. 
Prudhoe-on-Tyne.—Ten houses at Park-la. 
a for U.D.C.: *C. T. C. (Builders), 
Queen’s- Blackhill, Co. Durham. 
cneseemscbin. —Six houses at Taylor-av., Edgside, 
for B.C.: *H. S. Hargreaves, Whitewell Bottom. 

St. Helens.—50 houses at Broad-la., Section East 

gg Poe estate, for T.C.: *E. Henshaw, Broadway, 
Helens, £71,643. 

 eaeea. — Erection of public conveniences at Cross- 
la., for T.C.: *J. Blackshaw & Sons, Salford, 
£6,209. 

Salford.—Hutted classrooms for Trafford-rd. girls’ 
sch., for E.C.: *S. Cookson & Son, Ltd., Salford, 
£3,994. 

Southwark.—New 
Guildford-st., Southwark. y 
Partners, architects, 19, Garrick-st., W.C.2: *Higgs 
& Hill, Ltd., Crown Works, South pee 
S.W.8 (building licence has not yet been granted). 

Stockton-on-Tees,— Additions to Hartburn sch., for 
E.c. T. C. Hartley, Boro’ *Tarslag, Ltd., 
Bowesfield-la., Stockten-on- Tees, £4,121. 
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Stoke Newington.—Construction of 
= and vestry at the old Parish 
ary. 


new north 
Church of St. 
Architect for restoration is Oldrid Scott. 
F.R.I.B.A., 19, Queen Anne’s-gate, S.W.1: *Ward é 
Seng ‘Litd., Welbeck-st. 

Sunderiand.— Erection of prim. inf. sch. 
well West, for E.C. Boro’ A., H. C 
hse., Stockton- og Sunderland : 
East Boldon, Durham, £49,435 

tution-in Ronald —Conversion ow 
Hall into nine flats, for U.D.C.: *J. W 
Co., Mansfield, £10,837. 

Walthamstow. —24 fiats at Grosvenor Park-rd. ang 
Hoe-st., for B.C.: *C. H, Beckwith, Ltd., £39,q49, 

Walthamstow.—10 flats at St. Barnabasrd. and 
Boundary-rd., for B.C.: *C. H. Beckwith, Ltq 
£17,181. 

Walthamstow.—Five shops, five maisonettes and 
eight lock-up garages at Billet-rd. and Folly-Ja, 
for B.C.: *Davies Bros. (Buckhurst Hill), Ltd 
£20,618. 

West benen —16 houses at bog: -la., 
for R.D.C.: Abram & Co., Ltd., i 

Westminster. at of the Te ry. at West. 
minster Abbey. Plans for restoration by Seeley 
and Paget, F/L. R.I.B.A., 41, Cloth Fair, BC) 
*Dove Brothers, Ltd., 14-15, Coleman+:st., EB.C2. 
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